REPTILIA SUBMISSION TO THE COMMUNITY
AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES COMMITTEE
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Judy Lowens

From: John Winston

Sent: April 13,2022 11:32 AM

To: Michael M. Lerner

Cc: Judy Lowens

Subject: *EXT*-Fwd: Reptilia Investment in London,Ontario

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: John Winston

Date: April 9, 2022 at 4:50:31 PM EDT

To: cpsc@london.ca

Cec: mayor@london.ca;pvanmeerbergen@london.ca; brian.child@reptilia.org;
MMlerner@lerners.ca, lcorneli@mccor.ca

Subject: Reptilia Investment in London,Ontario

Dear members of the Community and Protective Services Committee,

This letter serves to confirm that as the former General Manager of Tourism London, we, along
with the LEDC, were actively engaged in the recruitment of Reptilia to our city. This was a
unique investment opportunity that historically has had a successful track record of animal
exhibition and welfare.

During my tenure as Tourism London’s head, supporting new product development was a
strategic priority that I wholeheartedly embraced. This was a rare opportunity for London to host
an ultra distinctive attraction that would not only generate private sector investment, jobs and
economic benefit, but had the ingredients to engender a one-of-a-kind experience that could
provoke an increase of both local and regional visitations alike.

As you know, the tourism industry throughout the province of Ontario, including London and
region, has been devastated by the seemingly unending pandemonium that the pandemic has
manufactured. More than ever, a Reptilia attraction would serve to contribute to both London
and surrounding regions’ tourism and economic recovery.

Our support for this investment was predicated on the fact that Reptilia is committed to robust
public safety protocols as well as the exhibition of human acclimated animals that have not
been ‘wild caught’. The organization provides a sanctuary for rescued, surrendered or abandon
reptiles; furnishes a natural animal environment that properly represents their habitat
characteristics; adheres to a stringent commitment to provincially approved standards of animal
welfare; provides a provincially endorsed educational curriculum that teaches proper animal
welfare and appropriate ownership. It also provides training to our emergency

response services on the proper handling of abandoned or mistreated reptiles found in
residential or other environments.









Judx Lowens

From: Robert Murphy

Sent: March 25, 2022 9:36 PM
To: rob@zoocheck.com
Subject: *EXT*-Reptilia

Dear Mr. Laidlaw,
Mr. Brian Child asked me to serve as the Director of Animal Welfare at Reptilia, and | am currently volunteering to do so.

In this role, | am overseeing animal welfare protocols and am proactively working with PAWS to assure that the
maintenance of Reptilia’s animals surpasses current and stringent legal requirements. Some animals are for display only,
and some are used for education, but none is wild-caught. As you probably know, Reptilia also serves as a sanctuary for
abandoned pets, until they can be rehomed.

When | look at your website, it seems that your, my, and Reptilia’s perspectives largely coincide. As a field biologist with
more than 50 years of experience with reptiles and amphibians, | have witnessed the incredibly rapid decimation of local
populations for the pet industry. In the field, | have seen collectors track market prices before sending their often ill
gained booty. This, of course, has led to some uncomfortable discussions with friends who keep pet reptiles.
Fortunately, we now largely see eye-to-eye on this.

Anyway, Reptilia and | absolutely agree with Zoocheck that wild-caught animals should not be removed from their native
habitats with few possible exceptions: e.g., planned habitat destruction that would require massive euthanization via
bulldozers and clear-cutting fires, or for peer-review, grant-funded scientific research that strictly follows CCAC
requirements.

And we absolutely agree that large and dangerous animals should never be kept as pets. We applaud you in your efforts
to end this practice.

One way Reptilia promotes this shared perspective is through education. Here, you and | might disagree, but | hope not.
Let’s face it; pet reptiles are not going to go away any more than did the consumption of alcoholic beverages during
Prohibition, and marijuana in recent times. Thus, doesn’t education play an important role in this?

Reptilia teaches those interested in reptilian pets that turtles and tortoises make terrible pets, in part because they may
live longer than the pet owner. It seems to me that this and similar points about other animals is an important message
for those with interest in these animals. Further, is it not also important to build empathy for reptiles? In my experience,
the best way of doing this is by personal experience, including close-up encounters. Would you agree? Of course, such
encounters should never involve wild-caught animals, but only captive-bred, human-acclimated individuals that exhibit
no signs of stress when the charisma of reptiles is demonstrated.

Given that Zoocheck and Reptilia largely have the same perspectives, | would like to extend an olive branch to Zoocheck
in hopes of coordinating efforts to control the import of wild reptiles and amphibians for the pet industry. Would it not
be best to pursue this avenue in concert?

Thanks for your time, and best wishes,

Bob

































Judx Lowens

From: Robert Murphy

Sent: April 04, 2022 5:01 PM
To: Ifp.letters@sunmedia.ca
Subject: *EXT*-Reptilia

Re: Reptilia exotic zoo already on ‘city radar’ (March 22)

Much misinformation surrounds the proposed Reptilia Zoo and Educational Centre in London, and especially by those in
the extreme minority who posit that zoos do not play effective roles in education and conservation, and thus should not
exist.

Reptilia is adamantly opposed to the capture and sale of wild-caught animals either as pets, or for display in a controlled
environment.

Reptilia sources human-acclimated animals bred in captivity by authorized facilities, but sometimes also accepts
abandoned pets.

Animal welfare and human safety are paramount. We proactively work with the Provincial Animal Welfare Service
(PAWS) to attain the best welfare possible. CAZA Accreditation (Canadian Association of Zoos and Aquariums; not World
Association ... sensu Joris Van Daele) also assures the highest standards possible.

Reptilia trains first responders, including hospital staff, as well as MOD personnel, and others.

Misinformation regarding the dangers that reptiles pose to human health always fail to put things in perspective. For
example, the American Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) documents 44 cases of Salmonella poisoning
from bearded lizards, and 87 cases from small turtles. But consider that Americans average 1.35 million infections every
year with 1,040 cases linked to onions alone. Should we also ban onions? Backyard poultry (1,135 cases)? Golf balls,
which cause about 40,000 injuries requiring emergency treatment per year?

Extreme animal rights activists seek to eliminate zoos. Moderate activists recognize the value served by facilities such as
Reptilia in education and conservation.

The extremists’ goal reminds me of failed Prohibition in the USA (1920-1933). Analogous, the highly vocal zoo
prohibitionists will not prevail. Enthusiasts will keep pet reptiles, and given climate change and anthropogenic habitat
modification, zoos will continue to play essential roles keeping and propagating many species otherwise destined to
become forever extinct. Reptilia will be at the forefront of education, including advising on the ethical sourcing and
keeping of reptilian pets.




































