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 FROM:  G. KOTSIFAS, P.ENG 
MANAGING DIRECTOR, DEVELOPMENT & COMPLIANCE SERVICES & 

CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL 

 SUBJECT: APPLICATION BY:  KEITH THOMPSON & BEVERLEY MUSTARD        
LEVEL 1 UNIT 12 MVLCP 534 
12-27 NORTHCREST DRIVE 
MEETING ON JUNE 18, 2013 

 

 RECOMMENDATION 
 
That, on the recommendation of the Manager, Development Services and Planning Liaison, in 
response to the letter of appeal to the Ontario Municipal Board, dated April 15, 2013, and submitted 
by Keith Thompson relating to the minor variance application concerning 12-27 Northcrest Drive, the 
Ontario Municipal Board BE ADVISED that the Municipal Council supports the decision of the 
Committee of Adjustment to grant the minor variance and that the City Solicitor and Managing 
Director, Development and Compliance Services and Chief Building Official BE DIRECTED to 
provide legal and planning representation at the Ontario Municipal Board Hearing to support the 
decision of the Committee of Adjustment. 
 

 BACKGROUND 
 
The Secretary of the Committee of Adjustment circulated notice of application on March 25, 2013 for 
permission to: 
 
Request to permit a single detached dwelling on a newly created lot with:  
  

1. To permit a detached accessory structure in an environmental buffer area whereas no 
structures are permitted. 

2. To maintain a swimming pool in an environmental buffer area whereas no structures are 
permitted.     

3. To maintain a swimming pool with a rear yard setback of 0.0m whereas 1.5m (4.9’) is 
required.   

 
On March 25, 2013 the City of London Committee of Adjustment granted the minor variance 
requests (numbered 2 & 3) and declined to approve the variance to facilitate a structure in an 
environmental buffer by removing number 1; consistent with staff recommendation.   
 
Development Services Staff provided comments to the Committee of Adjustment on March 15, 2013 
supporting the proposed variances (numbered 2&3) and objecting to the variance for the accessory 
structure to be located within the Open Space OS5(4) Zone (number 1). The staff comments are 
attached to this report (attached Appendix A). 
 
On April 15, 2013, Keith Thompson submitted a letter of appeal (attached Appendix B) to the Ontario 
Municipal Board opposing the Committee of Adjustments decision granting the variance for the 
location of the pool but not the proposed accessory structure (attached Appendix C).  
 
The basis of the appeal as described by the applicant are as follows: 
 

1. The original request for a swimming pool fence permit was granted by City of London and 
the requested location was not identified as encroaching into the Open Space OS5(4) Zone.   

2. The accessory structure is essential to complete the project.   
 
The hearing date for this appeal has been scheduled for one day on June 27, 2013.     
 
A letter from Dr George Athanassakos was received by the Minor Variance Co-ordinator on 
March 25, 2013 which opposed the construction of the accessory structure due to: 
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• The local topography, as unit 12’s land is elevated higher than unit 13 
• It would impair unit 13’s visual amenity and property value  
• The Owner of unit 13 does not support the construction of the building next to the 

common property boundary between units 12 and 13.   
 
There were no members of the public that attended the Committee of Adjustment meeting. 
 
The hearing date for this appeal has been scheduled for June 27, 2013 (PL130406). 
Development Services maintains its position on the minor variance application.  Staff are 
requesting direction from the Planning and Environment Committee and Council to provide legal 
and planning representation to support the decision of the Committee of Adjustment.   
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Appendix “A” 
Development Services Recommendations 
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Appendix “B” 

Appeal 
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Appendix “C” 

Decision 
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