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London Plan

The London Plan emphasizes 

growing inward and upward with 

policies that better address and 

avoid threats to biodiversity from: 

• habitat loss

• alien invasive species

• population growth

• pollution

• unsustainable use

• climate change



London Plan

1301_ The diversity and connectivity of natural 

features and areas, and the long-term 

ecological function and biodiversity of 

Natural Heritage Systems, will be maintained, 

restored or, where possible, improved, 

recognizing linkages between and among 

natural heritage features and areas, surface 

water features and groundwater features... 



Map 5 - Natural Heritage -
Potential Naturalization Areas



Leaders in Invasive Species 
Management

The national Invasive Species 
Centre commended the City for 
excellent work completed under 
the London Invasive Plant 
Management Strategy (LIPMS): 

“London is the first municipality in 
Ontario to create, approve and 
implement an invasive species 
strategy.”

“Beyond the tremendous 
ecological benefits of this strategy, 
London is enabling community-led 
engagement around invasive 
species control.”



Leaders in Invasive Species 
Management

Westminster Ponds ESA – Ecological restoration of 4+ hectare area that was 

80% non-native invasive buckthorn and dead ash trees in 2016.

Canada 150 Grant from Federal Government helped fund project which 

began in 2017 with wintertime mulching of the buckthorn and many standing 

dead ash trees.  Project is successful and native species are now dominant. 

Drone photo by UTRCA



Tree Planting Strategy

✓ Enhancing the urban forest is

key to enhancing biodiversity,

and, London Plan’s Direction #4:

Become one of the greenest

cities in Canada.

✓ Council’s target is to increase

London’s tree canopy cover to

34%.

✓ Fast tracking the Tree Planting

Strategy is recommended in the

Climate Emergency Action Plan

https://getinvolved.london.ca/climate


Dingman Creek Wetland  -
18 Hectares Naturalized



Park Naturalization 
Programs

2015 2018

Coves ESA Before and After

Hundreds of successful projects over last 20 years 

with “Adopt a” groups, ReForest London, UTRCA & 

many others. 



Park Naturalization 
Programs

Southcrest Ravine

Fall 2019 

150 Trees and 

Shrubs, with 110 

volunteers from 8 

organizations

ReForest London led 17 naturalization projects in 

2019-20 & more on-track for 2021 supported by City 

and community volunteers. 



Naturalization Initiatives in 
London and Region

• UTRCA coordinates many naturalization projects 
on public and private lands in London every year 
with support from the City and volunteers

• LTVCA, KCCA, ALUS Middlesex, Pollinator 
Pathways Project and many others coordinate 
additional naturalization projects across the region

• City’s Neighborhood Decision Making program 
funds additional naturalization projects 

• Carolinian Canada’s Go Wild Grow Wild events 
with support from the City raise awareness about 
naturalizing at home (90% of City is private land)



Naturalization Initiatives In 
London 

• 65% of London’s parkland 
is now naturalized (35% is 
manicured)

• Area of naturalized 
parkland is up 5% from 5 
years ago, demonstrating 
City’s commitment to 
naturalization

• Mowing will be further 
reduced over next 5 years 
and beyond to continue 
this positive trend and 
improve sustainability


