
The habitat regulation for Queensnake protects: 

 the area within 50 metres of all natural or man-made Queensnake hibernacula; 

 any part of a watercourse, waterbody or marsh up to the high water mark that is continuous and within 250 

metres of the area being used by a Queensnake; 

 the area up to 30 metres inland from the high water mark adjacent to the occupied watercourse, waterbody 

or marsh; 

 where two known populations occur within one kilometre of each other, the intervening aquatic area and 

five metres inland from the high water mark is protected to allow for movement and to maintain 

connectivity between populations; 

 these aquatic features and riparian areas are protected until five consecutive years of documented non-use. 

The regulation applies in the Regional Municipality of Waterloo, the Municipality of Chatham-Kent, the cities of 

Brantford, London and Windsor, the counties of Brant, Bruce, Essex, Huron, Lambton, Middlesex and Oxford, 

Haldimand County and Norfolk County. 

Supporting rationale: 

 Regulating 250 metres around observations is a cautionary approach that ensures all Queensnake seasonal 

movement areas are protected. 

 The area within 30 metres of the high water mark incorporates all features that the species depends on for 

hibernation, gestation, birthing, shedding and thermoregulation as well as areas for movement between 

sites. 

 Protecting a movement corridor between clusters of observations allows for gene flow and connectivity 

between sites. 

 A five-year term allows sufficient time to determine that the site is no longer being used. 

Activities in Queensnake habitat: 

Activities in regulated habitat can continue as long as the function of these areas is maintained and individuals of the 

species are not killed, harmed, or harassed. 

Generally compatible: 

 Yard work such as maintenance of existing lawns and gardens. 

 Renovations of small structures such as a shed or a deck. 

 Pruning of shrubs or trees away from the water’s edge. 

 Use of existing, sanctioned recreational trails. 

Generally not compatible footnote * [*] : 

 Significant reduction or clearing of natural features, such as forests and wetlands. 

 Replacement of natural shoreline with erosion control structures such as gabion baskets, concrete walls or 

rip-rap. 

 Alteration of aquatic habitat or adjacent lands which result in substantial impacts to water quality, flow or 

levels. 

 Removal of shoreline vegetation at the water’s edge. 

 

https://www.ontario.ca/#foot-*

