
BUDGET COMMITTEE
2013

I TIAVE LIVED MY ENTIRE LIFE IN LONDON, IN FACT IN SOUTH LONDON. THREE OF MY
FOURADULT CHILDREN }IAVEALSO CHOSEN TO LTVEA}ID WORK IN LONDON FORA
VARIETY OF DIFFERENT REASONS. TIIE ONE COMMON REASON IS TFIE DESIRE FORA
REASONABLE QUALITY OF LIFE. WE COTINT OURSELVES EXTREN4ELY LUCKY

MY TV/O GREATEST CONCERNS FOR TTIE zuTURE OF THIS CITY LIE IN TI{E AREAS OF A
SLOWLY DECLINING QUALITY OF LIFE AND A COUNCIL TTIATAPPEARS TO BE UNABLE
TO ANTICIPATE TITE FUTURE AND CREATE A STRATEGIC PLAN TT{AT WILL MITIGATE
TFIE REALLY NASTY RESULTS OF CLIMITTE CI{ANGE. LET ME SPEAK FOR A MOMENT
ABOU-T OURDECLINING QUALITY OF LIFE. TRAFFIC PASSING MYHOME HAS
INCREASED ÐPONETIALLY IN TI{E LAST FEWYEARS A}ID THIS IS MOSTLYPASS
THROUGH TRAFFIC. THIS IS TIAPPENING ONACOLLECTORRD ruST ONE BLOCK SOUTFI
oF AMAIORARTERIAL.. E.c.{ COMMISSIONER'S RD IIAS YET TO BE COMPLETED TO
WONDERLAND RD AND WHARNCLIFFE RD IS ANIGHTMARE AT MOST TIMES OF THE
DAÐ INFILL, BAD AIR DAYS, THE LOSS OF MANY OF TI-IE LARGE MATURE TREES. IT IS
V/ORTH NOTING TTIAT TITE OLD SOUTH PLANNING DISTRICT ITAS T}IE LEASTAMOT]NT
OF PUBLIC OPEN SPACE OF ANIY OF THE PLANNING DISTRICTS IN TT{E CITY. OUR

QUALITY OF LIFE IS I-INDER SIEGE!

LET ME TALK BRTEFLYABOI]T CLIMATE CIIANGE. ANUMBER OF YEARS AGO A CLOSE
FRIEND OF MINE (NOW DECEASED) WHO HAD RECENTLY RETIRED FROMAN
ACADEMIC CAREER IN GEOPTTYSICS SPOKE AT TTIE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF

FRIENDS OF TTIE COVES SUBV/AJERSI{ED INC. ON THIS TOPIC. HIS MESSAGE V/AS
CLEARAND BRIEF.....WE'RE NOT GOING TO MAKE IT....TIIE REASON BEING TIIE
INABILITY OF GOVERNMENTS ATANY LEVEL TO COME TO GRIPS WITH SOLUTIONS
FORDEALING WITH CLIMATE CITANGE. SOUND FAMILIAR?

SO....W}IAT ARE WE DOING ABOIIT ALL OF OF THIS AND WTIAT DOES OUR BUDGET TELL
US ABOUT TIIE PRIORITIES OF THIS COUNCIL. IT STOULD SEEMAS IF TTIE ONLY
PRIORITY IS ANO INCREASE BUDGET. I\/E YET TO IIEARAN LINDERSTANDABLE
REASON FOR ESTABLISHING THIS AS THE PRIORITY

IS IT MEANINGLESS BI.]MPF TTIE STATEMENT THAT I TIAVE RECENTLY FOI.IND ON TITE

CITY'S WEB SITE? "TIIE CITY OF LONDON IS COMMITTED TO BEINGALEADING
CANADIAN MUNICIPALITYIN W STEWARDSHIP." HOWIS THIS
DEMONSTRATED IN THIS BUDGET? I V/AS UNABLE TO TELL! TITE REVISED S\T/AP

SCREAMS OUTAS AN EXAMPLE OF"PLANNING ON THE FLY''. IN TIIESE TIMES TO HAVE

SETABOI]T ON THE SYSTEMATIC DESTRUCTION OF TIIE DINGMAN CREEK \MATERSIIED

IS VERY TIARD TO BELIEVE. TTIE DESTRUCTION OF TITE TVETLANDS ASSOCIATED WITH
DINGMAN CREEK IS FATAL TO TIIE CONTINOUS FLOW OF TTIE CREEK DURING T}IE
STIMMER MONTHS. I SOMETIMES V/ONDER ruST HOW MUCH TITE ORIGINAL SS/AP

COST TÆGAYERS IN PLANNING TIME. I SUSPECT T}IAT WE WILL NEVER KNOS/.

ESA'S AREAN IMPORTANT COMPONENT OF QUALITY OF LIFE FOR MANY OF US. MY
CULTURE REFERS TO TIIESE PLACES AS 'THIN PLACES". OVER TIM LAST DOZEN YEARS

OR SO I HA\rE GWEN SOME CONSIDERABLE EFFORTAND TIME TO CREATINGAND



IMPROVING ÐilSTING ESA'S. AS AFOUNDING MEMBER OF A}I ÐilSTING FRIENDS OF
GROUP I V/OULD LIKE TO POINT OUT THAT FUNDS GIVEN BY TTIE CITY ITAVE BEEN
MORE TI{AN DOI'BLED BY MATCHING FI.INDS AND VOLUNTEER CONTRIBUTIONS. NOT
ABAD INVESTMENT I THINK.

TIIESE ARE INTERESTING TIMES AND I HOPE TIIAT $/E TIAVE A COUNCIL TIIAT IS UP TO
TITE CIIALLENGES.


