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Purpose and Benefits of 
Sidewalks

Sidewalks - Purpose

• To provide a designated space for residents, 
especially children and individuals with mobility 
aids.

• To support and promote the City of London’s 
road safety strategy ‘Vision Zero’ by offering 
safe mobility options for all individuals.

• Reduce fatalities and serious injuries on streets
• Implementing new sidewalks is part of a 

Complete Streets approach to street design.
• Streets are designed to meet the needs of a wide 

range of users

Sidewalks - Benefits

• Make streets welcoming, equitable, safe and 
accessible for community members of all ages 
and abilities.

• Relieves congestion.
• Promotes a healthy lifestyle.



Sidewalk Installation 
Programs

Installation Programs

• New sidewalks are often installed as a 
component of the following programs:

• Growth Management Implementation Strategy 
(GMIS) program 

• road widenings
• Infrastructure Renewal Program 

• sewer and watermain replacement
• Arterial and local road rehabilitation projects

• shave and pave
• New development 

• subdivisions, site plans
• New Sidewalk Program

Installation Programs

• Road widenings and new development 
• Install predetermined sidewalks identified through 

environmental assessments and development 
agreements

• Arterial and Local Road Rehabilitation projects 
and Infrastructure Renewal Projects 

• Install sidewalks in response to requests when 
concurrent road reconstruction is planned

• New Sidewalk Program
• Install sidewalks in response to requests where 

there is no road reconstruction planned
• Sidewalks are also replaced and upgraded 

through several of these programs

Requests, Evaluations, and 
Prioritization

Requests and Evaluations

How is a potential location for a sidewalk is 
requested and evaluated?
1) Request is sent to City (councillor, email, 

phone call, etc.)
2) Request is evaluated using the Priority Rating 

Form.
3) Request is placed on the New Sidewalk List.

Rating Form



Prioritization

• This isn’t the complete list 
• There are over 130 current requests

• When two streets score the same, the one that 
was requested earlier is placed higher on the 
list within that score

Prioritization

• Prioritization is not always followed according 
to the order on the list (highest scoring street 
isn’t always constructed first)

• Factors which affect prioritization include:
• Planned timing of other infrastructure work
• Construction of adjacent projects
• Complexity
• Budget

Prioritization

• Recently the focus has been to construct 
sidewalks in school areas to promote active 
school travel.

• The City of London has partnered with Active & 
Safe Routes to School (ASRTS) to encourage 
children and families to choose active school 
travel.

• The New Sidewalk Program has been used to 
install sidewalks in school areas.

Sidewalk Design and 
Installation

Design and Installation

Factors that dictate sidewalk design include
• Location of street lights
• Location of trees
• Location of utilities (Hydro poles, etc.)
• Driveway grades

Sidewalks can be installed in several different 
locations to work with these factors

Sidewalk Locations

Standard Location
• 1.5 m wide, set back

from the curb 1-3 m
• Preferred option for 

pedestrian comfort
• Provides a space 

between the road and 
the sidewalk

• More space for snow 
storage 



Sidewalk Locations

Curb Faced
• 1.8 m wide, installed 

directly beside the 
existing curb

• Used when there are 
restrictions in the 
surrounding 
environment or to 
reduce impacts to 
existing conditions

Sidewalk Locations

Extended Curb
• Road is narrowed.
• New curb and 1.8 m wide 

sidewalk is in the roadway. 
• Used where there are too 

many boulevard conflicts 
• May require further parking 

restrictions

Website

The City has recently updated the sidewalks 
section of its website.  

If you are interested in more information, please 
visit www.london.ca/sidewalks

Questions?

Questions or comments?


