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Report to Planning and Environment Committee 

To: Chair and Members 
 Planning & Environment Committee  
From: John M. Fleming, MCIP, RPP 
 Managing Director, Planning and City Planner 
Subject:  Arva Sanitary Servicing Agreement Update 
Meeting on: June 17, 2019 

Recommendation 

That, on the recommendation of the Managing Director, Planning and City Planner, the 
following actions be taken with respect to amending the servicing agreement between 
the City of London and Municipality of Middlesex Centre to increase sanitary servicing 
capacity for the community of Arva: 

(a) The attached report BE RECEIVED for information; 

(b) NO FURTHER ACTION BE TAKEN to amend the current servicing agreement 
between the City of London and the Municipality of Middlesex Centre to increase 
sanitary servicing capacity for the Arva Sanitary Servicing Area; and, 

(c) Staff BE DIRECTED to participate in and comment on the Arva servicing area 
municipal wastewater treatment facility Environmental Assessment to ensure that 
any concerns of the City of London are addressed through that process.  

Executive Summary 

 The City of London has been providing sanitary sewage treatment services to 
the Municipality of Middlesex Centre for the Arva Sewage Service Area since 
April 3, 2000. 

 The current servicing agreement provides for the equivalent of 10 units per year, 
not to exceed an equivalency of 50 units during each 5 year period. 

 In 2010, 2011, 2013 and 2015, the Municipality of Middlesex Centre made 
requests and submissions to the City requesting amendments to the servicing 
agreement. 

 On September 25, 2017, staff presented a report to the Planning and 
Environment Committee identifying possible amendments to the current 
servicing agreement.  

 A draft amended agreement was provided to Middlesex Centre staff in January, 
2018. 

 At the April 10, 2019 meeting of the Middlesex Centre Council, the Council 
directed that staff proceed with the Phase 3 and 4 Environmental Assessment 
for the Arva Servicing Area to construct a new municipal wastewater treatment 
facility, thereby making any amendment to the current servicing agreement 
between the City and Middlesex Centre unnecessary . 

Analysis Background 

The City of London provides servicing to several communities within the Municipality of 
Middlesex Centre. Water servicing is provided through the agreement with the City of 
London Water System to the communities of Arva, Ballymote and Delaware. 
Wastewater Servicing is also provided by the City of London by agreement to the 
Village of Arva via a pumping station owned and operated by Middlesex Centre that 
discharges to the City of London sanitary sewer collection system. In October 2013, a 
delegation from the Municipality of Middlesex Centre appeared before the Civic Works 
Committee requesting that the current Sanitary Service Agreement be amended to 
allow for future growth servicing of Arva. 
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In March, 2015, Middlesex Centre again approached the City regarding amending the 
current agreement to accommodate additional growth in Arva, specifically, the provide 
servicing for a proposed 184 lot subdivision within the identified Settlement Area 
boundary of Arva. 
 
In December 2016, City Staff were requested to provide comments on an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) being undertaken by Middlesex Centre for the 
community of Delaware. The Delaware Water Supply and Storage Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment considers the provision of growth-related water servicing to 
the community of Delaware and includes a recommendation to amend the current 
agreement with the City of London to provide additional servicing capacity to the 
community of Delaware. 
 
In response to this request, staff prepared a report for the September 25, 2017 meeting 
of the Planning and Environment Committee indicating that no City action was required 
regarding the Delaware Water Supply and Storage EA.  The report did identify matters 
to be addressed if the City was to proceed with an amendment to the current sanitary 
servicing agreement for the Arva Servicing Area. These matters included: 
 

 No change in the Agreement to the current cap on flows or number of units 

 Middlesex Centre to pay all capital costs associated with the provision of 
sanitary services 

 Agreement to be amended to explicitly permit the carry-over of unused capacity 
to future years. 

 Agreement to be amended to require a payment equal to the City of London’s 
current water and wastewater servicing component of the Development Charge. 

 Agreement to be amended to require a payment equal to the City’s current 
water and wastewater servicing component of the Development Charge. 

 
In early 2018, a draft amended agreement incorporating the amendments noted above 
was provided the Middlesex Centre.  There was no response from Staff through 2018, 
and in early 2019 City staff followed up and were advised that Middlesex Centre staff 
would be recommending that the Municipality proceed with completing the 
Environmental Assessment process for a new municipal wastewater treatment facility to 
provide for additional growth in the Arva Serving Area.  A copy of the Middlesex Centre 
staff report is attached as Appendix “A”. 
 
It should be noted that the anticipated discharge from a municipal wastewater treatment 
facility for the Arva Servicing Area will be to the Medway Creek north of the City 
boundary.  City staff will provide input to the Middlesex Centre EA process to ensure 
that potential impacts on the Medway Creek are addressed.  In addition to matters 
related to the impacts of any discharge on the natural heritage system, water quality 
impacts from a treatment facility on the Medway Creek and downstream impacts to the 
Thames River will be need to be addressed through the EA process. 
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Conclusion 

As Middlesex Centre has now decided to proceed with the completion of an 
Environmental Assessment for a new wastewater treatment facility to support future 
growth in the Arva Servicing Area, they are no longer pursuing an amendment to the 
current servicing agreement with the City, therefore, no further action is required. 
 
Staff from Engineering and Environmental Services and City Planning will participate in 
the EA process to ensure that any City concerns are addressed, noting that staff will 
report to Council if any further direction is required. 
 

 

Note:  The opinions contained herein are offered by a person or persons 
qualified to provide expert opinion. Further detail with respect to qualifications 
can be obtained from Planning Services 

June 7, 2019 

Y:\Shared\policy\Arva Servicing\PEC 2019 Update.docx

Submitted by: 

 Gregg Barrett, AICP 
Manager, Long Range Planning and Sustainability 

Recommended by: 

John M. Fleming, MCIP, RPP 
Managing Director, Planning and City Planner 
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Appendix “A”  
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