
 
 
To the Mayor of Corporation of the City of London: City Councillors 
 
 
Regarding the London Downtown Business Association 2019 Annual Budget approval 
 
 
The following is a proposal being presented to members of council in a show of good 
faith that we, the businesses and property owners in the Downtown London Business 
Association area have a sincere and earnest desire to find a solution to what appears to be 
an impasse with respect to our rejected LDBA budget.  
 
First it needs to be clarified for all parties, prior to the January 22nd Annual General 
Meeting, there was no pre-distribution of materials, so that members could come 
prepared / informed and ready to discuss with questions. Most importantly, there was no 
detailed budget presented to the membership prior or at the AGM. What was presented 
was a stacked bar graph summary, as opposed to a more granular City of London format. 
Due to the high level nature of the graph presentation, any form of meaningful and/or 
nuanced questioning was simply not possible.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Our membership voted this bar graph down. As recorded minutes of the AGM have never 
been distributed to the membership, we are unable to confirm the plurality of votes, it 
being noted that the BIA’s internal procedural BY-law at 7.3.3 states: 
 
The Chair shall declare that a resolution has been carried or not carried, which will be 
entered into the minutes. It is not necessary to record the number or the proportion of 
votes. 
 
As a parallel observation, it should be noted at no time are the LDBA membership ever 
provided the agenda or minutes of any board meetings, nor are they available on the 
LDBA web site. 
 
Consequently, the request was made for a  more detailed budget document, as is normally 
distributed to the City of London, and it was delivered to membership via email, on Jan. 
24, 2019.  The current budget before you for approval was submitted by LDBA Board of 
Management to the city prior to the end of January, which precluded any membership 
input. The Board requested feedback, questions, and/or points for clarification to be 
submitted to them, in writing, by Feb. 1, 2019. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
From this budget detail, a list of questions was prepared and forwarded to the LDBA 
board on Feb. 8, 2019. The budget questions remained unanswered, and on Feb. 14, 2019 
an email from LDBA stated any questions received after their deadline would be 
submitted to the ad hoc governance review committee. As that committee had their first 
meeting on March 19, 2019 at 3:00 pm. We are unclear how that deferral was to assist the 
membership, nor how it was seen as being in the purview of the ad hoc committee?  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On March 14, 2019 an LDBA email (to its members) that addressed the Feb. 8, 2019 
budget questionnaire was released, a day after the detailed budget record was made 
publicly available as a Corporate Services Committee agenda item. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which brings us to our present position, a decision to be made by municipal council to 
determine the fate of our 2019 LDBA budget, on March 26, 2019?  
 
Our request and ask of council is to follow the Municipal Act, S.O. 2001,c. 25 which 
provides some instruction and opportunity of relief.  
 
Budget:  
205 (1) A board of management shall prepare a proposed budget for each fiscal year by 
the date and in the form required by the municipality and shall hold one or more 
meetings 
of the members of the improvement area for discussion of the proposed budget.  2002, 
c. 17, Sched. A, s. 40 (1). 
 
Council To Approve: 
(2) A board of management shall submit the budget to council by the date and in the form 
required by the municipality and the municipality may approve it in whole or in part but 
may not add expenditures to it.  2001, c. 25, s. 205 (2); 2002, c. 17, Sched. A, s. 40 (2). 



 
Limitations:  
(3) A board of management shall not, 
(a) spend any money unless it is included in the budget approved by the municipality or 
in a reserve fund established under section 417; 
(b) incur any indebtedness extending beyond the current year without the prior approval 
of the municipality; or 
(c) borrow money.  2001, c. 25, s. 205 (3). 
 
 
We, the levy-paying members of the London Downtown Business Association submit:  
 
(1) that the budget before municipal council be accepted as proposed in its entirety; and  
 
(2) the full levy amount should be applied to members June 2019 final property tax 
invoicing, and duly remitted to the City of London,  
 

(a) with the proviso that line item amounts for discretionary spend items (as 
enumerated in yellow below) be held in trust by the City of London and  

(b) only released by the Treasurer once the LDBA Board of Management and its 
levy-paying members have resolved their differences to both parties’ mutual 
satisfaction;  

 
(3) with the foregoing subject to a confirmation resolution passed by 50% +1 of eligible 
voters at Special General Meeting to be convened no later than 15th June 2019. 
 
 
On behalf of the LDBA membership listed below. 
 
 
David E. White 
 

 
 
President  
David E. White Ltd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


