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Tobacco Use Remains 
Public Health Concern 

• Smoking and other forms of tobacco use 

remain the leading cause of preventable 

disease and death in Ontario 

– Costs Ontario economy $7.73 billion/year 

– In 2009, $1.93 billion in direct health care costs 

 

 

 



Protecting Children and Youth 



Protecting Children & Youth 

• Outdoor levels of tobacco smoke within one to two 

meters of a lit cigarette can be as high as indoors1. 
 

• Depending upon air flow and weather conditions, 

tobacco smoke can be detected 25-30 feet away2. 
 

• The closer an individual is to tobacco smoke, the 

greater the harm3. 



Protecting Children & Youth 

• Evidence from Social Cognitive Theory and Social 

Ecological Theory suggest that friends, family and 

role models who smoke influence smoking 

behaviour 

– Children and youth exposed to smoking are not only at 

risk for adverse health effects but at increased risk for 

tobacco use4,5,6. 

 

 





Education and Enforcement 
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