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In 2014, The City of London, adopted the “City of London Urban Forest Strategy – Enhancing 
The Forest City”. The long term vision of the strategy is a healthy, diverse and extensive urban 
forest for today and the future. London is The Forest City. The guiding principles to implement the 
strategy are to plant more, protect more, maintain better and engage the community. Together 
these principles will be used to reach the goal of increasing London’s tree canopy cover to 34% by 
2065.

This report describes the strategy for how we’ll achieve that goal together and outlines the first 
5 year Action Plan. It will require close partnerships with the community to be successful. This 
document will be reviewed and progress updates reported annually to the Trees & Forests Advisory 
Committee, together with updates on the Urban Forest Strategy. Tracking and monitoring tree 
planting to better understand impacts such as tree establishment success and mortality will be 
undertaken in efforts to reduce overall expenses and grow the canopy quicker. This Strategy is a 
living document that will be reviewed and revised every 5 years as best management practices are 
investigated and adopted. 
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Why Plant More?

24.7%
Of the City in 2008, to 

23.7%

Our Tree Cover HAs DecreasED, from

24.7%
Of the City in 2008, to 

23.7%
in 2015
Mainly Due to the losses of

Representing the loss of

Ash
Trees

From the Emerald Ash Borer

178,000 TREES
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Benefits of An Urban Forest

Assists in 
Carbon Trading

Enables 
Health Savings

Improves 
Mental 

Well-Being

Avoids Costs of 
Infrastructure 

Damage

Reduces 
Nutrients and 

Flows in 
StOrmwater

Reduces Heat 
Related 
Illness

Reinforces Sense 
of Place and City 

Identity

Encourages 
Outdoor Activity

Mitigates 
Climate Change

Reconnects 
Children With 

Nature

Enables Energy 
Saving

Provides Habitat 
and Greater 
BiodiversityProvides 

Shade and 
Cooling

Improves 
CommuNity 

Cohesion

Reduces air 
Pollution

Increases 
Property 

Values
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