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       ONTARIO WORKS AND ODSP RATES 2003-2016 
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2003 

 
 
Source: urban Centre- university of Toronto 

http://www.urbancentre.utoronto.ca/pdfs/curp/CCPATargeting.pdf 
 

 

 

 

http://www.urbancentre.utoronto.ca/pdfs/curp/CCPATargeting.pdf


2 
 

 

2004/2005  

 
3% increase to OW and ODSP rates 

Source: Community Services and Housing Committee 
http://archives.york.ca/councilcommitteearchives/pdf/rpt%207%20cls%204-36.pdf 

http://archives.york.ca/councilcommitteearchives/pdf/rpt%207%20cls%204-36.pdf
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2005/2006 

 

 

Basic Needs and Maximum Shelter rates have been increased by 2%. 

Source: Income Security Advocacy Centre  
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2006/2007 
 

 

 

Basic Needs and Maximum Shelter rates have been increased by 2%. 

Source: Income Security Advocacy Centre 
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2007/2008 
 

 

 

Basic Needs and Maximum Shelter rates have been increased by 2%. 

Source: Income Security Advocacy Centre 
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   2008/2009 
 

 

Basic Needs and Maximum Shelter rates have been increased by 2%. 

Source: Income Security Advocacy Centre 
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2009/2010 

 

Basic Needs and Maximum Shelter rates have been increased by 1%. 

Source: Income Security Advocacy Centre 
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2011 

 

Basic Needs and Maximum Shelter rates have been increased by 1%. 

Source: Income Security Advocacy Centre 
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2012 
 

 

Basic Needs and Maximum Shelter rates have been increased by 1%. 

Source: Income Security Advocacy Centre 
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2013  

 

• OW rates were increased by 1% starting October 1, 2013.  
• Single people on OW received an additional increase of $14 / month in Basic Needs, bringing the total 

monthly increase to $20 / month.  
• Single parents on OW only received a 1% increase on what the government calls the “adult portion” of 

their Basic Needs allowance but not on the “single parent supplement”, as well as a 1% increase to the 
maximum Shelter allowance. 
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Source: Income Security Advocacy Centre 

2014 

 

Single people receiving Ontario Works, whose rates are lowest, will get an additional $30 per month. 
This increase will be provided on the Basic Needs side of their cheque, which means that all single 
people on OW will receive the $30 even if their actual housing charges are lower than the Maximum 
Shelter amount.  
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For others on OW (single people with children, couples, and couples with children), a 1% increase will be 
applied to both the Basic Needs and Maximum Shelter amounts. The increase to OW benefits will 
appear on the October 1 cheque.  

People with disabilities on ODSP will get slightly more than a 1% increase, applied to the Basic Needs 
amount. However, like last year, there will be no increase in amounts intended to support their family 
members. This means that everyone receiving ODSP will get a $12 increase on the Basic Needs side of 
their cheque, regardless of the size or makeup of their family. The increase to ODSP benefits will appear 
on the September 30 cheque.  

Source: Income Security Advocacy Centre 
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2015 

 

There is no longer a difference in the amounts of money that people on ODSP with children under 18 get 
depending on the age of their children. This is because of changes made to certain Basic Needs rates 
when the Ontario Child Benefit recently increased. In July 2015, the provincial government increased the 
OCB by $2 per month per child, to the current amount of $111 per month per child. At the same time, 
they removed $1 per month from the Basic Needs amounts given to families on ODSP who have children 
aged 13-17.  

Single people receiving Ontario Works, whose rates are the lowest, will get an additional $25 per month. 
This is a 3.8% increase. The $25 will be added onto the Basic Needs side of their cheque. As a result, all 
single people on OW will get the full benefit of the $25 even if their actual housing charges are lower 
than the Maximum Shelter amount.  

Others on OW – single people with children, couples, and couples with children – will get a 1% increase. 
The increase is added to both the Basic Needs and Maximum Shelter amounts.  

Single people with disabilities on ODSP will get an additional $12 per month, which is slightly more than 
a 1% increase. However, like last year and the year before, people with families will not receive an 
increase in amounts intended to support their family members. This means that everyone on ODSP will 
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get the same $12 increase, regardless of the size or make-up of their family. The $12 will be added to 
the Basic Needs side of their cheque. 

Source: Income Security Advocacy Centre 

 

2016 

 

• Single people receiving Ontario Works, whose rates are the lowest, will get an additional $25 per 
month. This is a 3.6% increase. The $25 will be added onto the Basic Needs side of their cheque. 
There is no increase to the Maximum Shelter amount for singles. All single people on OW will get 
the full benefit of the $25 even if their actual housing charges are lower than the Maximum 
Shelter amount.  

• Everyone else on OW – single people with children, couples, and couples with children – will get 
an increase of a little over 1.5%. The increase is added to both the Basic Needs and Maximum 
Shelter amounts.  

 

Source: Income Security Advocacy Centre 
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