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TO: CHAIR AND MEMBERS 

COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE 
MEETING ON May 14, 2012 

FROM: 
J. M. FLEMING 

DIRECTOR OF LAND USE PLANNING AND CITY PLANNER 

 
SUBJECT: 

 
COMMUNITY-LED PARKS PROJECTS – 2011 UPDATE 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
That, on the recommendation of the Director of Land Use Planning and City Planner, the following 
information BE RECEIVED regarding the success of Community-led Parks Projects in 2011. 
 

BACKGROUND 

 
The City of London partners with various organizations, businesses and individuals to develop and 
implement community-initiated projects on municipal parkland every year. These community 
projects include naturalizations, community gardens, playground projects and commemorative 
donations. This report is intended to give an update on the success of these community projects in 
2011. 
 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Summary 
 
This past year 65 park projects were successfully completed due to outstanding community 
support. The total value of cash donations, in-kind donations and volunteer time was $851,513.00 
These projects were coordinated by the Community Projects Coordinator and external partners with 
assistance from other City staff throughout all Departments. The City’s capital investment in these 
projects for 2011 was approximately $305,800 resulting in approximately a 3:1 leveraging benefit.  
 
The cash donations made by our major partners and sub-partners totalled $413,688.00 and in-kind 
donations totalled $320,435.00. Volunteer participation was outstanding, with 3533 people coming 
out to plant trees and shrubs, remove invasive species, plant community gardens, and participate in 
many other parks projects. Volunteer participation for 2011 is valued at $117,390.00. For a more 
detailed account of specific projects and their associated values, see “Appendix A”. For a complete 
list of all project partners, see “Appendix B”. 
 
Community projects in parks are categorized into four main focus areas: 1. community forestry and 
stewardship, 2. community gardens, 3. other park projects, and 4. commemorative programs. For 
this report, data on the first three areas has been grouped together, and data on commemorative 
programs has been compiled separately. 
 
Community Forestry and Stewardship 
 

 There were a total of 41 planting and stewardship projects in parks completed in 2011, 37 of 
which were led by our contributors - ReForest London, Scoutrees, and the Upper Thames 
River Conservation Authority. 

 A total of 8551 native trees and shrubs were planted on City-owned land. Volunteers from 
all over the City came to plant and make a difference by providing habitat for wildlife, 
increasing forest cover and improving air quality. 

 Veteran’s Memorial Parkway Community Program (VMPCP): The newly formed VMPCP 
worked with the Scoutrees program and local businesses such as 3M, Trojan and Starlim, 
to plant a total of  204 large-sized trees and shrubs in the  fall of 2011. Planting was 
completed from Gore Road to Trafalgar Street. Plans for 2012 include planting 
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approximately 1000 trees from the river to Dundas. 
 

Community Gardens 
 

 The program review is completed and at the end of 2011 an RFP was posted for a 
coordinating agency to begin running the program in 2012, and to incorporate the 
recommendations that came from the review.  

 The London Community Resource Centre worked with 10 community partners and the City 
of London to manage and maintain the 21 existing community gardens and their 600+ 
individual plots. 

 
Other Projects 
 

 The London Home Builders Association (LHBA) continued construction of the Cancer 
Survivors Garden in McKillop Park at Wonderland Rd. N. and Riverside Dr.. The value of 
the LHBA and their partners’ contribution to this project in 2011 was $279,000. The addition 
of a new pathway is planned for 2012 to connect the garden to the rest of McKillop Park. 

 The City worked with the London Professional Firefighters Association to complete the 
Firefighters Memorial project at the corner of Horton St. and Colborne St..  

 A public art installation was completed at Ivey Park to recognize labourers and 
commemorate the Tolpuddle Martyrs. This project involved many partners including the 
City’s Culture Office, Parks Planning and Design, The Arts Council and the London and 
District Labour Council. The project entitled “Good Hands” was produced and installed in-
part by volunteer labour.  

 In 2011 the London District Freemasons became the first group to participate in the City’s 
new Adopt-a-Road program. They adopted the section of the VMP between Dundas Street 
to Trafalgar Road and plan to clean it up approximately three times per year. 

Commemorative Programs 
 
The City of London’s Commemorative Program is a way to honour a special memory, person or 
event. We offer Londoners the opportunity to donate towards a naturalization planting, a Carolinian 
tree, a Memory Wall engraving, a park bench, or towards a large-scale park feature. 
 

 There were 16 benches installed, 19 trees planted and four Memory Wall engravings 
completed. The benches and trees are located throughout 12 City parks  

 The total value of commemorative donations in 2011 was $53,600.00. 
 

2012 MAJOR PROJECT PREVIEW 

 
VMP Commemorative Features 
 
There are one to two additional commemorative features planned for installation this year, being 
donated by Landscape Ontario. As a major partner in all of the VMP Community Projects and 
housing the Executive Director position, Landscape Ontario has taken it upon themselves to lead 
the business sector in being the first contributor of a major commemorative feature. The community 
planting projects will also continue thanks to partners of the VMPCP. These projects will further the 
vision of the VMP Landscape Plan and continue to beautify the highway. 
 
Adopt-a-Park and Adopt-a-Road 
 
This year we are going to introduce a new logo and more actively promote the Adopt-a-Park and 
Adopt-a-Road programs. Old Oak Properties plans to adopt both Sugarcreek Park and Sugarcreek 
Trail and will be the first developer to participate in both of these programs within their subdivision.  
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CONCLUSION 

 
Community partners continue to support enhancements to City parkland that provide new or 
expanded amenities for the benefit of all Londoners. Lead by the Community Projects Coordinator 
and supported by many other City staff, the program resulted in at least a 3:1 return on all capital 
investment in 2011. 
 

PREPARED BY: SUBMITTED BY: 

 
 
 
 

 
 

V. KINSLEY 
COMMUNITY PROJECTS COORDINATOR 

A. MACPHERSON
MANAGER – PARKS PLANNING AND 
DESIGN 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

 
 
 
 
J. M. FLEMING 
DIRECTOR OF LANDUSE PLANNING 

 
April 26, 2012 
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Attach 
Appendix A: Community Projects Annual Report 2011 
Appendix B: Community Partners Information – 2011 
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APPENDIX B 

 


