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TO:   
CHAIR AND MEMBERS 

COMMUNITY AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES COMMITTEE 
Meeting on June 20, 2017 

 G. KOTSIFAS, P. ENG. 
MANAGING DIRECTOR, DEVELOPMENT & COMPLIANCE 

SERVICES AND CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL 
 SUBJECT:  

Outdoor Dogs/Extreme Weather Protocol 
 
 RECOMMENDATION 

 
That, on the recommendation of the Managing Director, Development & Compliance 
Services and Chief Building Official, this report BE RECEIVED for information. 

  

BACKGROUND 
 
April 6, 2016 Council resolved that:  
 
The Civic Administration BE DIRECTED to prepare a report and a draft potential 
amendment to the Dog Licensing & Control By-law, for consideration at a future meeting 
of the Community and Protective Services Committee, requiring animals to be brought 
indoors during extreme weather conditions and providing standards for outside housing 
structures for animals.  
 
The London Humane Society (LHS) operates as an affiliate of the Ontario Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (OSPCA) and has the authority to address a dog’s 
health and welfare. 
 
In 2016, City Animal Services prepared a pamphlet “Your Guide to Municipal Pet Laws” 
(attached as Appendix A).  Included in this pamphlet is information addressing extreme 
weather and pets and outdoor dog shelters (attached as Appendix B).  London Animal 
Care frequently distributes or makes this pamphlet available during their day-to-day 
animal service activities, which includes the spring/summer proactive licensing program.  
It can also be found at the public reception area in Development and Compliance 
Services as well as in public libraries and some community centres. 

 
Assessing extreme weather conditions (hot and cold) and the effect of such conditions 
on a dog may be difficult as dogs vary in body size and mass, hair length, single coat or 
double coat. These aspects create different tolerances to climate.  
 
Staff recommend the Tuft Animal Care and Conditioning (TACC) scale (attached as 
Appendix C) as a quick assessment tool to determine the suitability of a dog to the 
environment.  The TACC scale takes into account:  
 
• body condition from ideal to emaciated; 
• size of dog, type of coat; 
• Brachycephalic (flat nose prone to breathing problems); 
• physical conditions of dog - matted hair, overgrown nails, etc; 
• living conditions from acceptable to filthy; 
• weather scale, in conjunction with shelter, bedding, fresh water, shade. 

 
The TACC scale identifies scientific means to assess a dog’s ability to cope with the 
weather elements.  Given the evaluation and visual observations related to distress, 
there could be several possible outcomes:  
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1. Dog is not at risk and no intervention required. 
 

2. Dog is not at imminent risk but proactive intervention is deemed necessary by an 
Animal Control Officer (ACO) to avoid potential risk to the dog.  The dog owner/ 
guardian is educated on possible risk. 

 
3. Dog is under stress and is in imminent danger.  If dog owner/guardian is not readily 

available, the ACO will notify London Humane Society for action. 
 

 
CONCLUSION 

   
London, being a caring community, does not want to leave any animal at risk or 
potential risk.  Although the number complaints related to dogs outdoors in recent 
years has been very minimal, a proactive care approach has been implemented in the 
area of public education. 
 
Implementation of the TACC scale during extreme weather conditions by Animal 
Services, in partnership with the London Humane Society, will assist in identifying dogs 
at potential risk.   
 
No changes to the Dog Licensing and Control By-law are required to enhance this 
continued partnership. 

   
 

PREPARED BY:  PREPARED BY: 

 
 

 

R. OKE  
ANIMAL WELFARE COORDINATOR 

H. CHAPMAN, MANAGER 
MUNICIPAL LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES 
 

CONCURRED BY: RECOMMENDED  BY: 

 
 
 
 
 

 

O. KATOLYK 
CHIEF MUNICIPAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICER 

G. KOTSIFAS, P. ENG. 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 
DEVELOPMENT & COMPLIANCE SERVICES & 
CHIEF BUILDING OFFICIAL 

  
Attach:  Appendix A 
Attach:  Appendix B 
Attach:  Appendix C 
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APPENDIX A 
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APPENDIX B 
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APPENDIX C 
 

 
 
 
 
  



       Agenda Item #    Page # 
 

□ □ 
  
 

8 

 
 
 
 
 
  


