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NOMINEE INFORMATION

INITIATIVE INFORMATION (attach additional sheets or supporting material as req Wred)

L,..r.?cr

Name of organization: King’s University College
Business Address: 266 Epworth Avenue
City: London I Postal code: N6A 2M3
Name(s) of contact people (including position titles): Maija Wilson, Minister to Youth at
Office of Campus Ministry / Christ the King University Parish

Buiness Telephone: (519) 963-1477 ext Business Fax:
Business E-mail: maija.wilson@lcings.uwo.ca
Category: (check one)
O Small business/small labour (49 or fewer employees/members)
O Large business/large labour (50 or more employees/members)
U Social/community services (including Not-for-Profits) (49 or fewer employees/members)
o Social/community services (including Not-for-Profits) (50 or more employees/members]
Xvouth/young adult groups or organizatio. (<26 years ofage)

Program initiative: London Interfaith Peace Camp

Date of implementation: August, 2013

Key department(s) orcdmmi&ees involved: King’s University College; AI-Mahdi Islamic
Community Centre; Temple Israel; Or Shalom Synagogue; Christ the King University Parish;
Anglican Church of Canada; Valleyview Mennonite Church

Key people involved: Rabbi Debra Dressler; Rabbi Catharine Clark; Maija Wilson; Mayssa
El-Sayegh, project coordinator at the Islamic Centre of Southwestern Ontario (manyothers)

Description of initiative: The London interfaith Peace Camp (LIPC), isa collaborative community project that encourages

understanding and cooperation among Jewish, Christian, and Muslim faith groups. Rooted in the sharcd values of these Abrahamic

Irathuons, the LIPC is a week-long day camp offered to students in grades 1 through B, Through this day camp experience, the campers

and the staff build friendships and understanding with peers from other local Abrahamic faith traditions. The inlbrmai social setting of

a camp, combined with intentional presentations aboutJudaism, Christianity, and Islam, teach enduring lessons about building peace

acrOsS all three Abrahamic faith traditions

__________________________________________

How has the initiative contributed to the promotion of diversity, race relations,
inclusivity and human rights in London and promoting London as a welcoming city?

‘Bringing a message of peace-making to our campers, teenage leaders, and their families has been a powerful experience.
Learning about each other’s faiths, and recognizing our shared values has fostered enduring understanding and
friendships among groups who rarely have the opportunity to learn from each other. We truly believe in the power of
incere dialogue and shared experiences to bring peace and justice to our world;’ says ca-host Rabbi Debra Dressier. As
Aennonite pastor Charleen jongejan Harder says, “I want my child to say, ‘I am a Christian in this diverse world and It’s
)K to be Christian, and it’s wonderful what the Jewish and Muslim faiths have to offer.’ I want my child to be articulate
md literate and respectful and loving of other faiths.” There Is a video of the camp
ittp://tinyurl.com/shalomsalampeace
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What short or long-term impact has/will the initiative have on the promotion of
diversity, race relations, inclusivity and human rights in London and promoting London
as a welcoming city? From the London Free Press, August 21, 20l4:-”Rabbl Debra Stahlberg Dressier
of the Temple israel, one of the head organizers of the camp, said international conflicts involving faith make the values at camp that
much more essentlal,”Situarions across the world are a bit of an abstraction when doaling with each other (ace-to-face; getting to
know each other as people first Is really necessary,” she said. it’s part of why we want to do this. So that when life gets
complicated,we have these friendships, understanding and trust.”

What is the potential for expansion and/or inspiration for replication of the initiative?
The program has grown from 30 to 60 children, with 17 teenage counsellors, and is based
on a similarly modelled Peace Camp in Virginia hosted by Eastern Mennonite University.
As more faith groups become involved, the program will continue to expand.

How can receiving this Award be used to further promote dhersity, race relations,
inclusivity and human rights in London and to further promote London as a welcoming
city?
The award reinforces London’s status as a welcoming city, wherein all faiths co-operate
in an atmosphere of mutual respect and understanding, while accepting differences.

NOMINATOR INFORMATION
Name: Ian Silver

Address: 104-1500 Richmond stréf

City: London Postal code: N6G 4V8

Telephone: 519-858-9272 - Fax: 519-858-9272

E-mail: ian.silver@alumnLutoronto.ca Signature:

Date: 2016-09-28
Note By signing this form you are hereby confirming that

.. the Nominee has consented tothe nomination.

Submissions must be received by September 30 to:

London Diversity and Race Relations Advisory
Committee do Committee Secretary, City Clerk’s Office

City of London
300 Dufferin Avenue, P0 Box
5035 London, ON N6A 4L9

Phone: 519-661-2500 Ext 5417
Fax: 519-661-4892

E-mail: iwarttn(thlondon.ca

NOTICE OF COLLECTION OF PERSONAL INFORMATION
Please be advised that all nominations submitted for the Diversity, Race Relations and

Inclusivity Award become part of the public record. The nominations will be published
on a public agenda and made available electronically through the City of London public
internet website, The personal information collected on this form is collected under the
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London InterFaith Peace
Camp

King’s University ColLege

August 15-19, 2016
9:OOam-4:OOpm

The London Interfaith Peace Camp (LIPC), is a week-Lang day camp oFFered to students in

grades 1 through 8, and teen counselors grades 9 to 12. through this day camp experience, the

campers and the stall build friendships and understanding with peers From other local

Abraharnic faith traditions. Central to the camp are visits to local synagogues, mosques and

churches to enhance Learning in authentic settings. The central camp program and site visits

combine to engage participants in projects such as: large and smaLl group work, cultural art,

theater and music, healthy Food and

recreational activities, service learning

projects, and an evening Family potluck

Featuring Food From each camper’s cultural

heritage. The informal social setting oF a

camp, combined with intentional

presentations about Judaism, Christianity,

and IsLam, teach enduring lessons about

building peace across all three Abrahamic

Faith traditions.

Monday to FrIday, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

(we begin and end each day at King’s, 266 Epworth Avenue)

Family Pot-Luck Dinner, Thursday August 18, 6:00 pm

Cost: $50 (Lunches are provided)

For more information, or to register students and counselors, dick here1

‘ii

lhterfaith Peace Camp
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Interfaith Peace Camp helps bridge the religious divide
Erica Howes

Oud.ondon I Aug21 2014

Christian, Jewish and Muslim children came together at King’s University
College last week, spending five days learning about how the three Abrahamic
faiths aren’t all that different.

“it’s important they learn about other faiths before prejudices are allowed to
settle in,” said Vaileyview Mennonite Church Pastor Charlene Jongejan Harder.
“Now they know a rabbi, minister and Imam, and it allows them to be an expert
among their peers.”

The five-day Interfaith Peace Camp was designed for children entering Grades
1 to 8. Campers travelled to a mosque, temple and church to learn about the
traditions of each faith. Harder said they had 33 campers and 14 counclilors,
more on both counts than a similar camp last year.

The idea for the camp came from a similarly modelled Peace Camp in Virginia
hosted by Eastern Mennonite University. Harder said the community at her
church had connections to the Virginia camp and with local support from the
other Abrahamic faith groups, they decided to try it out in London last year.

With support and inspiration from Virginia’s camp, Harder said this is just the beginning for London.

“We’re hoping to build on the momentum we have right now. Each year we learn a lot more about how to run a camp, how to
make it run more smooth and efficient,” she said.

Mayssa Ei-Sayegh, project coordinator at the isiamic Centre of Southwestern Ontario, helped organize events at the camp
and agreed there was a lot of enthusiasm for learning last week.

El-Sayegh said the children were amazed learning about the similarities Christianity, Judaism and Islam share. For instance,
she explained the children learned that one Mennonite prayer means the same in the Muslim faith, just in a different
language.

Although they did not directly discuss the conflict in Gaza, Ei-Sayegh said it is meaningful that all three faiths came together
here at the same time.

“it was wonderful to think, while everything is going on over there, we are still able to bring our children together in harmony
and peace,” she said.

Rabbi Debra Stahiberg Dressier of the Temple Israel. one of the head organizers of the camp, said international conflicts
invoiving faith make the values at camp that much more essential.

“Situations across the world are a bit of an abstraction when dealing with each other face-to-face; getting to know each other
as people first is really necessary,” she said. ‘it’s part of why we want to do this. So that when life gets complicated, we have
these friendships, understanding and trust.”

Dressier’s daughter, Casey Wright, was a second-time staff member this year who helped with the kids. At 21, Wright said
she also learns something new every year about other faith groups. But its the campers, she said, who are the most curious.

“They’ll ask anything,” she said. “They’ll ask straight up, do you believe in Jesus? Do you believe in Mohammed? it’s good
because it’s an open space where they can ask questions that they may not have anyone else to ask especially with other
kids their age.”

It’s the friendships that form out of this open space that Dressier said is the main thing she hopes the kids take away from
camp.

“They have the experience of knowing and becoming friends with someone who Is Christian, Jewish and Musiim and felt
welcome at different places of worship,” Dressier said. “Then they remember that we have much more in common than we
have different.”

ecmenaq school-aged chlhdmn kamd shout tl, thqç AWahamic Ysims
through camp gamsa and acthotlaa at the Inlatisith Ponte Camp at King
Unherata’ CiMue tecsnl
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Shalom, salam, peace
BY DIANA SWIFT ON AUGUST, 082016

What happens when Jewish, Muslim and Christian kids attend an interfaith summer camp together?

Yes, the campers at the London Interfaith Peace Camp learn about the moral and spiritual values
shared by practitioners of the three Abrahamic religlons—the People of the BoolC as they are known
in Islam. But, perhaps more important, they learn to empathize and co-operate with adherents of all
three creeds long be lore prejudice sets In. The seeds of a chance for more harmonious future are sown
in their young minds.

At the most bask level, they make friends with children of the other falths And there Is Interface and
dialogue that promote peace and solidarity, said Natalie Hieba, camp director, who serves as a Roman
Catholic lay minister to youth at Western University’s Office of Campus Ministry at King’s University
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Campers and counsellors give the victory sign at the 2015 session of the London Interfaith Peace
Camp. Shown at the rear are the organizers: Sister Shahin Pardhan (left); Rabbi Deborah Dressier
(right); Pastor Charlene Jongejan Harder (far right), Credit: Sukelna BhImJi
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College in London, Ont. This personal contact can offset biased and negative stereotypes they may see
in the media in the context of political strife. “At the end of camp, when they hear about people of
these faiths in the news, they can think of a friend and see the person rather than the public
perception’ Hleba said.

NOW in its fourth year, the week-long $50-per-session camp attracts ever-increasing numbers of
children entering Grades Ito 8, and even has a waiting list. For the 2016 session. August 15-1?, the
campers included 29 ChristIans, 21 Muslims and five Jews- In addition, there were 16 interfaith teen
volunteers and three adult co-ordinators: Sister Shahin Pardhan of the Ai-Mahdl Islamic Community
Centre! Rabbi Deborah Dressier of London’s Temple Israel and Pastor Charlene Jongejan Harder of
Valleyvlew Mennonite Church.

The peace camp, in fact, has Mennonite roots: it’s modelled on a successful U.S. initiative launched by
the Center for interfaith Engagement at Eastern Mennonite University in Virginia’s Shenandoah
Valley. This year, the London session is being sponsored by the Centre for Jewish-Catholic-Muslim
Learning at King’s.

The children enjoy the usual social life and outdoor activities of summer camp, but also spend time
going beneath the surface of the Abrahamic religions to discover both their common core and the
idiosyncratic beauty of each. They learn to build on these for harmony and co-operation, and little
could arguably be more essential in a world of conflicts often fought along religious divides. They meet
an imam, a minister and a rabbi, and are free to question each other about their beliefs.

“We are all looking to create a peaceful world for future generations,’ said Sukeina Bhimji, a Burundi
born Muslim filmmaker who made the compelling documentary Shalom, 5alam, Peace about the 2015
session. “This camp addresses the questions the kids have and discusses Interfaith differences in a fun
way: she said, “it was beautiful to capture the children at the moment when the counsellors explain
what is happening. And the counsellors are so passionate about what they’re doing:

One of the most interesting learning exercises relates to Scripture and the common teachings In the
sacred books of all three faiths. 7he rabbi put up passages from the Torah, the Bible and the Qu’ran,
and asked the kids to identify which book they came from said Pardhan. “They can’t tell which comes
from which. Each passage contained verses about love and respect for one another, common themes
across all faith groups.”

Her twin sons, Khaieel and Qasim, now age eight, have attended the camp for the past three year&
Asked if they enjoyed learning about other faiths and were looking forward to this year’s session, the
duo simultaneously responded with a resounding, “Yeah!”

Hands-on fun at the 2015 London Interfaith Peace Camp. Photo: Sukeina BhlmjI

The campers also visit mosques, churches and synagogues. ‘For many of them, it’s the first time
they’ve been inside the place of worship of another faith: Pardhan said. Back at the centre, the
educationai program emphasizes shared beliefs, such as one transcendent deity, as weil as common
religious observance—for example, similarities in dietary laws In Judaism and islam, and the practice of
covering one’s head when entering a synagogue or mosque.
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The sessions focus on religious similarities young campers kids can easily relate to. “When kids ask
why they have to remove their shoes at the mosque, we explain that Moses was asked to remove his
sandals when he went to speak to God at the burning bush: explained Pardhan.

Many Christian children are surprised to learn of the important roles played by Jesus and Mary in
Islam. “When I share with them that the name of Jesus is mentioned in the Qu’ran more often than the
name of Muhammad—25 times versus four times—they are shocked:’ said Pardhan. And an entire
chapter of the Qu’ran is devoted to Mariam, the Arabic name for Jesus’ mother, Mary—and a model for
understanding why some Muslim women cover their heads In public. “Mary Is treated with high

fT AnglIcan Journal
4

Check out reader submissions depicting
the theme “Light,” for Picture Your Faith,
the Journal’s online photo gallery
depicting stories of faith. Cover photo by:
Chris Hooker
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esteem in Islam, and when
Muslim women wear the hijab,
they are trying to emulate her
modesty and chastity: Pardhan
said.

Each year, parents and
counsellors have a festive
potluck supper at a mosque. TMlt’s
wonderful to see adults of
different faiths mingling
together and learning from one
another;’ said Pardhan. And each
year, there are requests to
bunch a peace camp for adults.

The benefits of the camp are
quickly spreading by word of
mouth, and the organizers are
gearing up to accommodate
more and more campers. “Word
is quickly getting out to the
wider community said Hleba.
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As the camp grows, the
organizers hope It will become
an even stronger beacon for

interfaith understanding and a robust emblem of Canada’s tolerance and religious diversity.
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