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Most Honourable Lieutenant Governor Simcoe:

You will note from the frontispiece to our letter that your town has changed since
your late departure. The vision and values that you planted have taken root and
grown into a vibrant citizenry. The roads, structures and institutions that you
imagined have grown and matured. Children play amongst the sites of nature and

heritage, and an engaging sense of pride lays well upon the community.

The Forks of the Thames, where you once strode, have grown up. They are
surrounded by prosperous homes and businesses, schools and churches, and a
general pleasant humour in the good air of Ontario. You once stood here looking
west along the joined rivers, and dreamed of a great city. In the event of your return
you will be proud of the city, but you may not feel the same about the River. With

your permission, we hope to change that.

We enclose herein our humble ideas and thoughts for the repatriation of the Thames
as a citizen in the highest standing among many. We have spent much time here and
learned much about London as a city, a community and a landscape. The “Ribbon
of the Thames”, as we have come to call it, is no doubt an important asset. Yet, there
is room for improvement. To the good, it is cleaner, safer, and more predictable than
many rivers we know. To the bad, it should be much cleaner, more natural, more

accessible to the City’s good citizens.

We present these ideas to bring a richer life to the People, more importance to the
River, more diversity and sustainability to Nature, and more economic diversity,
vibrancy and joy to the City. We offer these themes to guide your eyes as you review

our work, and hope they are pleased.

Loyal regards,

Your humblest servants



A Place for All Seasons

Winter

The city awakens on a bright
winter day. New snow sparkles

on the trees, the ice on the river
glistens. People are getting up,
starting their day jogging, skating,
and walking along the Thames.

The crisp air and natural scene are
just minutes from home. My day
starts refreshed and happy.

Spring

New parents, their kids in strollers,
are out walking on this spring
afternoon, getting themselves some
fresh air and exercise, exposing
young children to sun, sky, leaves,
birds; ready to get home to prepare
for homework and family dinner to

round out the day.

Summer

Workers and shoppers from
Dundas Street wander away from
the August sun and into the shady
grove that surrounds the river.
Though the air is heavy and still,
the shade, smells, and view of

the moving stream offer relief.
Sometimes getting into nature can

be so important, and so simple.

Fall

Walking from work to my home

in Old South, 1 see a pair of
Canvasbacks fly over on their route
south. They follow the river, their
guide, sustenance and protection.
The day brisk, the sun getting low,

it’s time to relax and enjoy home.

Imagine a Great City united by a ribbon of life, water and nature- a place where
residents and visitors alike gather to celebrate what it is to live in and experience
London. The Ribbon of the Thames will be a system that is resilient to a changing
climate, enabling a rich culture and heritage, activating a healthy community, and
sustaining the interplay of people and place. We imagine a mingling of parks and
recreational uses, ecologically sound design solutions, responsive engineering,
diversified habitats, improved water quality, a range of opportunities for personal
experiences and gatherings, all tailored precisely to their place along the river and
their connection into the neighborhoods.

Back to the River is the pivotal step in achieving this Vision. Our design integrates
and balances many forces and factors into a cohesive, connected and accessible
river. Our most important inspiration is to develop places, spaces, venues,
connections and movements that enable the broadest possible range of personal
experiences. Each person who experiences The Ribbon of the Thames will do so
in their own way because of the weather, their mood, their companions, or because
of the events or activities that they encounter. Then, in today’s digitally-linked

world, they will tell others about what it means to them. This is today’s foundation of

community and social cohesion - enjoying shared experiences in the public arena.
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The river will once again become central to life in London, as it was for Lieutenant
Governor Simcoe and the early settlers.

The Ribbon of the Thames will invite people to experience it in new ways. Our
proposal will activate the river by adding pathways, places to stop and be alone,
places to be together with others; serene places of restored nature, places to play
in the water, places to gather and perform, places to celebrate, to see and be
seen. The secret to a healthy and active community is in making their public realm
interesting, satisfying, connected and overlapping. As abstract as these words
may seem, think about how you will experience our proposal through the seasons
and ask if your children and grandchildren will enjoy these experiences too. If the
answer is yes, we are going in the right direction.

The words, images and ideas that you find here are incomplete. We believe that
design grows through communion with people and place. And while we have
spent time in the place and experiencing the people, the limited calendar of a
design competition does not allow the dialogue, the stories and the understanding

that comes from listening. We have done our best, but in dialogue with you we can
do better.
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A Maturing Vision of the City

London is an old city that has developed through cycles - early settlement

for defense, river and rail based industries, center of a farming region, hub of
education, and so on. Since World War Il many efforts have been made to bring
the Thames back to life with improved soil and water conservation upstream, dams,
bank protections, water quality initiatives and substantial acquisitions of flood prone
properties, parks and trails within the city boundaries. Back to the River is not new
at all - it is the logical extension of the progressive but responsible thinking that has
always characterized the culture and leadership of London.
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The /\ver Corridor

This map, the Existing Framework shows both the key opportunities and
disconnects that Back to the River must overcome. If you look at the grey patterns
of streets and buildings, you see the tentative relationship of neighborhood to river.
Only a few early buildings, notably Eldon House, are sited because of the river.
Built in 1834 for John Harris, the London District Treasurer, his home sits proudly
overlooking the river, its valley and the horizon. But most buildings throughout

the city turn their back to the river. In Bridgetown, recurring flooding required the
protection of a dyke, first built after the flood of 1883. In other areas like Carling’s
Creek, the Soap Works or London Hydro, the river was a critical source of energy
for industry. Over time, the maturing city moved away from the river as the
economy transitioned to more mercantile services less dependent on the river for
sustenance. Although some industry remains, it is no longer linked to the river or
railroads. This provides new opportunities for river access, restoration, and infill
development.

Over time, Londoner’s access to the river has become limited, even within the
Forks and SOHO. In fact, only three places exist today where people gain access
to the river. These conditions are ripe for another layer in the history of the city,
returning citizens to The Ribbon of the Thames with connections, access to the
water, water play, restored natural areas and a multitude of active uses.
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Origins and Meanings The /\ver Corridor

——— Major Historical Road ° Bridgetown Community @ Penmans Textile @ Parke’s Flats
wensns Historical Railway @ Carling Creek @ Sulphur Springs @ OldVictoria Bridge Origins and Meanings
Piatriege Conservation @ HymanTannery @ 1 Dundas Street @ London Hydro Lt. Governor Simcoe came to the Forks after the American Revolution proposing
Thames River Morphology @ Bridgetown Banks @ (Kensington Bridge @ HuntMill Race to develop and enjoy a great territory between the Great Lakes. After a rebellion
B Present Day @ \estlondonDykeRoad @) Massie's Boathouse © labatt in 1837, the British built a garrison. Realizing soliders prefer beer over water, local
o = :z:‘; @ Macbeth House 21} ,\DA’;’;‘;‘;;":)'(’E :‘u'r’;”ozascetmy @ Richmond Street Bridge farmers found springs on the north and south Branches - where the Carlings and
1022 @  Blackfriars Mill Race @ &Gao @ Traction Line Bridge Labatts built their breweries. Soon roads and rail expanded from the confluence to
1863 @  Blackfriars Grist Mill @ CNTrain Station © soapWorks connect young London in all directions. Industries grew, settlement expanded and
(] : @ FEidon House @ GivensHouse @ Front Street an important center of Canada emerged. With the addition of hydro power to pump
5 @ LabattPark @ OldWestminster Bridge @ Wester Medical School the waters at Springbank, the development of rail from Port Stanley, and the coal,
2 @ Whamdiiffe Ford/Bridge @) Coal-Fired Steam Boiler @ Nurses' Residence goods and young entrepreneurs coming from America, London prospered with
:%E ® TheRidgeway @ Streetcar Generators @ War Memorial Children’s Hospital growth, innovation and industry.
1 ; % @ Boat Club Boathouse @ Horton Street Bridge @ London General Hospital
4 @ HMCS Prevost @  British Methodist Episcopal Church London has since become a city of great lineages that still matter. Strong people,
@ King Street Bridge @ Coal Gasification Plant -- Beck, Labatt, Carling, Kingsmill, and so many more, built lasting institutions,
;E:E businesses, and infrastructure. Their imprint remains today in the patterns and L '
’cz°) places that we value. Each of them built near and depended on the river for water, ,1}"'-: s S 2 - ¥
51 food, beauty and retreat. As we develop Back to the River into detailed design we This historic view shows how-éverything clustéred arbund the Forks.
¥ intend to build on the presence of the many origins and meanings that line the river
corridor. 75
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4 The Blackfriar’s and Old Victoria bridges were purchased from the Wrought Iron
& Bridge Company of Canton, Ohio, and immediately united the growing towns into
one community.
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Beauty of a Nice Walk
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Destination

Neighborhood Connection
River Loops - Path

River Loops - Street

Larger River Loop

Existing Morning Walks

The Beauty of a Nice Walk

We took a long walk along the Thames, working our way from above the
Blackfriars Bridge to below the Old Victoria Hospital site. The Thames touches so
many important places in London --heritage sites, ecological sites, both charming
and challenged neighbourhoods, the core of downtown, reminders of an
industrial past, and quiet, natural places. Yet we can imagine a richer and even
more beautiful walk. There are barriers and disconnects, difficult streets, private
properties, derelict and disorienting places, and just one pleasant pedestrian and
bicycle place to cross without the danger or presence of vehicles.

Our proposal for The Ribbon of the Thames focuses on two things. First, we
propose to improve neighbourhood connections for people and bikes to the river
while expanding that system itself to create a series of interconnected “loops”

for movement. Second, over time we propose to systematically make in-channel,
streambank, riparian, wetland and upland improvements to habitats for wildlife
health and human enjoyment.

We propose expansion and improvement of the pathway systems, building new
links where they don’t currently exist, including new bridges at the Forks and
SOHO. The bridges enable a variety of loops on which people can walk, jog,
bike, ski or snowshoe. We innately desire to move from place to place, seeking
high places for oversight, moving from scale to scale in a manner that contributes
to our sense of safety and wellbeing. Short and long trail loops from home, work,
or between destinations enable natural walks of varied lengths. This disperses
people throughout the river corridor, allowing for overlapping social encounters,
interest and a sense of security. More simply, our proposal is to enable natural
walks, in natural places.

We are also proposing three new 10’ wide, multi-use nature loops at Bridgetown
Banks to get near the water in the forest, at the restored Blackfriar’s Millrace at
the base of the hill in Harris Park, and at the SOHO Oxbow. Each of these walks
will become destinations where people and kids can play in the water, look for
wildlife, insects and birds, and touch nature first hand in restored places.

The /N\ver Corridor
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Thames can become active in winter as well, We envision skating below
the proposed Forks Restaurant and Boathouse, a skating loop in Thames
Park, sledding on the The Heath in SOHO and grooming of portions of the
downtown pathway loops for skiing.



Restoring Nature The

/. Big picture Meta - Corridors
I rRiver
I woodland

a4 1 Parkland
. il > / .
il Wy ’\ Fill
97 s — =— =— = 250 Year Flood Line
® Enhanced bio-filtration at Storm Water Outfall

iver Corridor
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Increase river

edge\surface area Protect and
diversify
Woodland Vole {I existing
Broad Beech Fern Middlesex Frosted
Habitat istands i woodland M
S Habitat for .
Hairy -Fruited Sedge o birds in mown -
Add water course parkland Fall Crab Grass “Whito Eyeviieo
—= " Biofilter wetland
Spotted ?u(ker | <
;g; - », Create deeper In_(t:r:easet_j slope
7SS water edijes for fish 2 with varying
v habitat o} —— water depth, X
spotted sucter abita i water ﬂOW, Eastern Green-violet Restoring Nature
4. ~7 m wetlands
/ We propose a number of ways in which the water quality and natural habitats These concepts are based on our long experience with the Thames and a solid
Habitat created 2 Habitat islands can be improved as part of the project. If we can make nature more healthy understanding of the natural processes that determine the river’s form and function.
Eastern Wood-peweee % ¢ - > 3 ) ) i ) . ) ) ) ) ) -
under bridge tre 37 7 % ¢ s N and sustainable, we will make The Ribbon of the Thames more enjoyable and We work with the river, not against it. This creates unique opportunities for
¢ S 9 , reen Dragon anding’s Turtle ) ) ) . . ) o )
J i ' memorable. Our concepts are focused on improving water quality and natural interpretive programs and experiences that will increase the connection of people
oo . habitat within the river and the riparian zone. They will not increase the water to their river.
m gfn:’::ftsgs:tfv‘;lfst o surface or increase flows. We intend to work with the river's natural hydraulics,
L:mpMusse.’ scour and sediment transport dynamics to increase oxygenation, infiltrate water
onto riparian wetlands and terraces, provide additional shade to the water, and
to do these things in ways that increase public safety and require little new

maintenance.

10 — A 1



Everyone’s River

PROGRAMMING

: Everyone’s River, All Four Seasons

& The City of London and The Thames has great potential to be much more integrated than it is

The

iver Corridor

Summer Winter today. While the City’s parks, paths, and bridges create physical connections, a cohesive open
Accessible Skating space system establishes the shared meaning and communal experiences that people enjoy and remember-walking, relaxing, having a picnic, playing a game, fishing,
. River Loops Beach Skiing birdwatching, feeling the wind, smelling the forest, jogging, reading, and so much more. If each person that comes to the river experiences something they value, many
'k/ ; Cycling Showshoeing people will feel, enjoy, share, and value those experiences. This sharing and overlap is at the foundation of building community in our modern, hyper-connected world.
) ) In spite of all our technologies, people value these personal
Dog Walking & Tobogganing
experiences. They want to share them with friends via social
Fishing % Warming Hut : :
media. Creating places that matter to people because they

Picnicing Year - Round mean something personal may be the most powerful force in

Playground Accessible community-building today.
Blackfriars Mill Race Water Play 'k/ Hiking

Harris Park The concepts presented are based on our
. : arris ’ar Water Sports B Important View ’ . -
'R/ long-experience with the Thames and a solid
Wildlife Viewing m Parking understanding of the natural processes that
U Restuarant . o determine the river’s form and function. We work
Massie’s Boathouse e with the river, not against it. This creates unique
” Washrooms

U B pportunities for interpretive programs and

The Forks
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periences that will increase the connection of

[ ]

é(")pﬁle to their river.

Penmans Perch

Victoria’s Lookout
—3 B

et Pitch Commons

A A 2]

The Ribbon

Biofilter Wetland

Thames Park

The Preserve
X
The above maps show a wide array of places, activities and programs that can be developed along the Ribbon of the Thames. It is critical to N
integrate a wide variety of things to do into the loops that will be developed. This will distribute people throughout the many places created, along 0 200 w0 A

the corridor, increasing social activity and fostering security.
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All Four Seasons

@ Event Location Opening up the Thames in Win

4 Existing Event clearing, ski path grooming ,an
Summer Event benefits to the spirit an,dQQ, It
Winter Event the long winter. ~/§’ p

Year-round Activity

1 o b

== == Cross Country SkiTrails

HARRIS PARK
Rock the Park 4

< L) B Riverside Nature Walking Tour
MASSIE’'S RESTAURANT P! ‘ . Outdoor Movie Night
AND THE BOATHOUSE Y | National Aboriginal Day
Boat Races Il
Winter Carnival
Ice Sculpture Contest | B
Ice Climbing

MUSEUMPLAZA

Rentable Event Venue

Art Exhibits —SOHO TERRACE/ COMMONS

Movie Night Celebration SOHO Community Fun Fair
SOHO Block Party

SOHO Food and Wine Festival

Winter Christmas Market

THE FORKS/ RIVERSIDE PLAZA
Canada Day Celebration ¢
Celebration Square

Food Truck Hub

Wifi Hub

Civic Centre Eats

London Arts Festival

Friday Night Bazaar

Downtown Scavenger Hunt

Winter Christmas Market
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Growing from the River The /\ver Corridor

Growing from the River

So many cities have found that their river is a core asset that is no longer central to daily life. Often we feel that
the river walk takes us along the back of everything - behind houses and industry, behind empty lots. Yet why
can’t we think of the river as the front of the city, the unifier, the corridor of that brings beauty and value? Can The
Ribbon of the Thames be a catalyst to carefully considered new investment by making the river a place of health
and safety, a destination and a part of many daily lives?

There are numerous areas where Back to the River investment will add benefits to existing neighborhoods,
downtown and to specific redevelopment sites. For Bridgetown, for example, the project offers benefits that will
increase the quality of life, access and values. For properties on both sides of Ridout Street north, south and

in downtown, values will increase as more people visit the city center, leading to revitalization of underutilized
properties and bringing new life along Dundas Street.

Back to the River will provide opportunities for exemplary civic uses. Specifically, we propose the development of
a new performing arts center behind Ivey Park overlooking The Forks. This site is perhaps the most iconic in the
city and deserves a major public destination use. While it is beyond our scope to detail this, we have illustrated
this suggestion later in this book to evoke your thinking.
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. Inaugural Project

Recent Development or Current Application

Possible Future Development Opportunity
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