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January 7I,Z0lz

Itlr. Paul Sharma
Manager, Oral Health
Middlesex-London Health Unit
50 King Street
London ON N6¿.5L7

Dear Mr. Sharrra"

J 
am yriting on behalf of the children aud youth who come into the care of the London-Middlesex children's Aid society a¡rd would iike to advocate on their behalf for thecontinuation of our city's water fiuoridation progru*. i amLaut" to attend the upcomingpublic forum on January 25,2012but wouldìikãto 

"rb*iimyposition in writing.

children and youth in foster care are more likely to come from families living in poverty,of a lower socio-economic status and have very ümited resources available to them foroptimal health. These families are alreadyrdnerable;ã f*"many chalienges andbarriers to medical and dental health. Dental neglect or failure to seek treat¡rent fordental ca¡ies or periodontal disease is a commoo n rairrg among children entering intofoster care (1). city water is a resource that ir .""áiìy.iJütle to all residents no manerwhat economic or h.t"tq bq* they are facing. Irit ;;;rce that can havê a direcÇpositive impact on the dental health ór*r" infanìs, children aud youth that I see enteringinto the foster care system.

I-**19like toemphasi-,'e thatsupportingwater fluoridation is aiso theposition ofthecanadian Paediatric society, tt¡enãtionat authority o",uil¿rrn,s health (2).

It is in consideration-of these infants, children and youth that I urge policy makers tocontinue to support fluoridation of our water.

Respectful I y submitted,

k O'"^
Michelle Ponti MD FRCPC
Pediatician
Medical Director London-Middlesex children's Aid society
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