
  
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Laurence Packer - 
York University 
  
Panel moderated by Dr. Brian Branfireun, 
Western University 
 
• Bryan Gilvesy - YU Ranch 
• Chris Hiemstra - Clovermead Apiaries 
• Linda McDougall - City of London 

Ecologist 
• Dr. Laurence Packer - York University 
• Maureen Temme -  Community Gardens 

London & Pollinator Sanctuary London  
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The term “ecosystem service” refers to the delivery, provision, protection or maintenance 
of goods and benefits that humans obtain from ecosystem functions. (Millennium Assessment, 2003)  

http://www.urbesproject.org/ 
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London doesn’t have a comprehensive and 
integrated plan for ecosystem services 

• Pollination 

• Food production 

• Biodiversity 

• Carbon storage 

• Etc. 
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Bioswales 

http://www.resilience.org/stories/2014-11-
14/a-watershed-moment-for-los-angeles 
 

This vegetated depression, or 
swale, helps storm water 

infiltrate into the earth rather 
than running rapidly off 

sidewalks and streets. While 
helping prevent damaging floods, 

bioswales can recharge local 
groundwater, beautify urban 

landscapes, and purify water all 
at the same time. This particular 
swale is in Seattle, but more may 

soon grace the streets of Los 
Angeles. Photo courtesy of US 

Environmental Protection Agency 

http://www.resilience.org/stories/2014-11-14/a-watershed-moment-for-los-angeles
http://www.resilience.org/stories/2014-11-14/a-watershed-moment-for-los-angeles
http://www.resilience.org/stories/2014-11-14/a-watershed-moment-for-los-angeles
http://www.resilience.org/stories/2014-11-14/a-watershed-moment-for-los-angeles
http://www.resilience.org/stories/2014-11-14/a-watershed-moment-for-los-angeles
http://www.resilience.org/stories/2014-11-14/a-watershed-moment-for-los-angeles
http://www.resilience.org/stories/2014-11-14/a-watershed-moment-for-los-angeles
http://www.resilience.org/stories/2014-11-14/a-watershed-moment-for-los-angeles
http://www.resilience.org/stories/2014-11-14/a-watershed-moment-for-los-angeles
http://www.resilience.org/stories/2014-11-14/a-watershed-moment-for-los-angeles
http://www.resilience.org/stories/2014-11-14/a-watershed-moment-for-los-angeles
http://www.resilience.org/stories/2014-11-14/a-watershed-moment-for-los-angeles
http://www.resilience.org/stories/2014-11-14/a-watershed-moment-for-los-angeles
http://www.resilience.org/stories/2014-11-14/a-watershed-moment-for-los-angeles
http://www.resilience.org/stories/2014-11-14/a-watershed-moment-for-los-angeles
http://www.resilience.org/stories/2014-11-14/a-watershed-moment-for-los-angeles


Butterfly 
corridors 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGH3Lkr0vso 
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Food forests 



Biodiversity gardens 

http://www.biodiversitygardening.com/blog 
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Tall grass prairie 



What this means for London: 

• Ecological processes and associated services are 
‘occurring’ everywhere not just in the Natural 
Heritage System. 

• There are many places where they could be 
enhanced or restored (e.g. boulevards, yards, parks, 
stormwater management ponds, infrastructure 
corridors, even some rooftops). 

• We need a management plan for this, one that 
combines the protection, enhancement and 
restoration of natural heritage features and 
processes. 



 

We need London’s version of … 



 

http://www.brampton.ca/EN/residents/Environment/Documents/NHEMS%20-
%20Stakeholder%20Presentation%20-%20May%2015.pdf 
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For EEPAC’s consideration 

• London Plan 

– Ask for stronger language on ecosystem services that are 
provided by “green” areas of the city in London Plan 

– Ask for Natural Heritage Master Plan but we need to 
enlarge meaning on Natural Heritage 

• ‘Natural Heritage Master Plan’ 

– ACE, EEPAC, TFAC could work on this together, if council 
decides this is the way to go… 
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