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Developing an
| Effective Wildlife
# Response

Ottawa-Carleton Wildlife Centre

December 4th, 2014

Today’s Presentation

* Who we are

« What all cities are facing when it comes to
wildlife

* Challenges present opportunities
 Partnerships and getting started
* Questions




City of Ottawa
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Canada’s 4t largest City
Over 900,000 people

In terms of landmass , City of Ottawa is
the largest major city in Canada

80% of this is rural land but has only 10%
of population.

Throughout the City is NCC Greebelt.

50,000 acres of greenspace and farmland
from one end of the City to the other.

Ottawa-Carleton Wildlife Centre
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Animals we have helped...




¥ Helping People
7 Coexist With Nature
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London Is Not Alone

Development and habitat loss

Natural resource agencies
not handling
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Science recognizing important role of all species

L]

Economic and environmental pressure for green
infrastructure

The Challenges

< Wildlife is very good at
coexisting with people

» Wildlife removal never solves
the problem

- Removal often causes more problems
< Wildlife issues can divide a community

- Takes up the time and energy of City councillors and staff
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Challenges Present Opportunities

* Information empowers people

* Helping people solve problems themselves
reduces pressure on the public purse for reactive
and repetitive responses

< A proactive plan based on coexistence

* Clarity for residents and staff

Partnerships are Vital

“Alone we can do so little,
together we can do so much”
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Getting Started ...

e Start small
 Utilize expertise in Community
* Use pilot projects

* Promote successes

Tree Protection Formula:

* Educate residents
* Protect Trees
* Plant Trees

» Celebrate success




Pilot Project...

Graham Creek Community Initiative

LOCAL NEWS

!
1 SUBMITTED BY DONKA DUBREUL
EMC News — Resldems of
Graham Creek have twmed
the hupeful environmental
expression of ‘living In har.
mony with nature’ inte ac-
litwy in their community.
Inst  spring, wnhappy
with advice from vatious
wutbwrities  that  juvenile
beavers that were Liking
towsn large tres had to be
teapped, homeowness de-
clded on a mare progressive
course ‘They felt Miling the
beaver was o purcly rcac
tinnary mensure that wodd
net mienide s sustainable

Tonggeterm snh
An tarting
wa o0 Wildlife Centre

they Jeasrned that the braver
is @ keystone animal that
played a very Important rolo
m naintaining  wetlands
and creating healthy habitat
for ather species.

Kate I'atridge. one of the
incal homemners, said "1t
was warvderful o partner
with the Ottuwa-Cailetun
Wilkllife Centre o fnd u
progressive solution o Tiv-
Ing with wildiife within such
proximity. Via such simple
measurcs 0s wrapping the
older, lnrger trecs and plant
ingafoad souste for the bea-
vers in the futire. we were

College ward Coun. Rick Chiarciil on the left, with Clty of Ottawa senlor forester racy Smith, and |

ahle ta implement soine
custeeflective,  log-tenn,
i 15

hamrovmers and the conp-
eration aml suppost of city
ke Ottuwa,®

! [k
ing meusures uu an abernu.
tlve to th vk

wapplng

and killing the beavers.”
“This isa model projectin
Untario that demonstrates
you can proiect bindiver-
sity through the initlative of

noted  Donia Dubireu,
of the Otowa-
Carleton Wikdiife Centre.

Un & recend sunny Satur
day, the next phase of the
jevt  was  undertaken.
Matc than = dozen resic

denta, alang with supporter
Cullege ward Coun, Rkk
Chimvlll, guthered w help
plant In exceas of 150 trees
and shrubs along the steep
ravine a1 the back of thelr
pruperty.

“Ihe Uty of Otawa,
through lts communety tree
plantng  grant  program,

Nepeanresidentsprove:it is possible to
live in harmony with nature

“The City of Ottaws for
eatry service han a mandale
10 mcrease, enhance, and
preserve larest cover in the
city,” sakd lenniter Shephierd,
landscape architect with the
city's Toreslty services, who
directed the sree aetection
and planting.

“This s ucvomplished
thirsugly teew plunting, man.
tenanice, amd  community
forest management  pro-
grams. Community Inklated
noturaliznion planting such
a3 the one al Linhem Creek
Ivetp to encleh the City ol Ot~
tawa landscape and vegeta-
ot eliveasity.”

Guham el o

B eowoer Sue Twlie, sanl

“Working with the Ottiwa-
Carleton Willdilie  Centre
and Clty of Quawa for-
estry services has heiped

d: architect
Jenntfer Shepherd on the right, flank some of the Graham Creck residents getting ready to plant 150 trees along
Graham Creek.

was pleaserd to wipply’ the
ey and thie eaperlise,” suid
Coun. Chiwelll. “Wiille the
prupurty is owned by thecity,
residents of Graham Creok
have put a lot of sweat equlty
and tunr pwn ressurces into
the project, showing how
much they value this excep-
thonal natural area.”

w0
human-beaver conflict, We
have used envimnmentally
friendly methads 10 pro-
tert the existing wondland,
avoiding reattivnury sl
ceuel beaver tupping, The
wey-plunting  wheme b
helping us repopulate trees
alung the creek. Overall,
wo will all benefit from the
beauly of Graham Creck,
including the hugely dJi-
verse wildlife.®

Some Ideas...

« Environmental Groups/Animal Protection
Groups working together

®

o

Let’s Talk Science

Wildlife Speakers Series
Speeding Costs You Deerly

Wildlife Construction Protocol

05/12/2014



Getting the Word Out...

* Website

 Social media
» City publications

Community newspapers

living

Ry Donna DuBreuil
President
CetawaCarleron Wildlife Centre
weww,wildlifeinlo.ca

The United Nations
has  doclared 2010 the
Interaatsanal  Year of
Beodiversaty la celebration,
The EMC, i paaneship
with the Ottawa-Cadeion
Witdlife  Cenire, wilt
feature some [asclnsting
stories and helpful tips
on liviag with  wildlife
aver the coming months
n this column.

But fisst a litthe sbow
the Centee. It's almast
23 years old, dunng which
time it cared for more than
10,000 wild mammalb,
the majority of which were
ocphancd af injured due
w  dovelopment  and
habuat los. Thev consisted
of 24 different apecies,
ranging from civer attees
to  deer The Centre
alsu handled mwre than
100,000 calls  from
Orawa residents sccking
wformation  on how
best to resolve a human-
wildhfe conflic.

Sa it has 3 lot of fiest-
haad expesience.  Since

» TRRT

works  with uthee
community  offanazations
1¢ develop coastructive
steategies on hehalf or

with wildlife

skunk

ur a sauntesing
down a stecet i the
Glebe Iate at aight. Dunt
worry, they only spray
if ecally thy $

goxls,

Ahlhough  it's  no
laoger ahle 10 do wildlife
rchabilitation  due 1o
uaworkable  government
reautations, the Centre
is making a difference
at the most findacneatal
level -~ helping poople
co-cxast with wildhfe,

Ouaws  residents  are
extremely  lontunate  to
have aa abundance of
gecenspace and an amazsing
vattety o wildlife in

So, siay tuned o
this space. You will find
the aaswers to questions
Hke what animal weighs
fess than 3 pound al
binh but proms 12 over
300 paunds as an adult,
what. different  purposes
dixs @ squirrels tal sceve
and  what  mummal s
considered 1o A the
‘unp of the forest alght’.
Aloag  with  answaes,
you will find  helpful
suggestuns, for Jealing

In Closing...

In all things

I RATE

e Oy

A

f nature there is

something of the marvelous

Aristotle
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