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 TO:  CHAIR AND MEMBERS 
 CORPORATE SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 MEETING ON DECEMBER 10, 2013 

 FROM: J. M. FLEMING 
MANAGING DIRECTOR, LAND USE PLANNING 

and CITY PLANNER 

 SUBJECT: AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE CITY OF LONDON AND FANSHAWE 
COLLEGE FOR MUTUAL BENEFIT AT MARKET LANE 

 

 RECOMMENDATION 

 
That, on the recommendation of the Managing Director, Land Use Planning and City Planner, 
the attached proposed by-law BE INTRODUCED at the Municipal Council meeting on 
December 17, 2013 to authorize the Mayor and Clerk to execute two agreements for the mutual 
benefit of the City and Fanshawe College related to: the City’s use of a discrete area within 137 
Dundas Street for electrical and mechanical services that support Market Lane, and for an 
encroachment into Market Lane at 139 Dundas Street to permit stairs and ramping for 
Fanshawe’s new building, attached hereto as Appendix “A”. 
 

 BACKGROUND 

 
Market Lane is a pedestrian space linking Dundas Street to the Covent Garden Market - one of 
the main hubs in Downtown London today. This space is not officially a “lane”, but a vacant lot 
that has been utilized over the last 100 years as a convenient access way. In 2012, the City 
invested in upgrades to the Lane’s basic infrastructure and installed enhancements that were 
selected through a national design competition. Market Lane is now a unique public space in 
keeping with Council’s vision for the Downtown as a people-friendly place that provides quality 
urban spaces for residents. 
 
At the start of the detailed design process for the Lane, it was announced that the adjacent 
building to the west of the Lane was purchased by Fanshawe College and would be their new 
Centre for Digital and Performance Arts. This created issues for the Market Lane project in 
coordinating the design and construction processes, but offered great opportunities to mesh the 
public space with the College’s building and programming. Through numerous meetings, it was 
agreed that both parties would benefit from utilizing features of the other’s project. Two 
agreements were created that allowed better integration of two projects and ensured: 
 

• design coordination, by using similar materials on public and private lands; 
• efficient use of building space, by permitting Fanshawe to utilize the Lane for one of their 

main entrances with the required stairs and ramp; 
• cost savings to the City, by having access to basement space in Fanshawe’s building for 

our irrigation system and electrical controllers; 
• greatly enhanced programming of the public realm, by way of sliding doors that open to 

Fanshawe’s performance stage, and; 
• the opportunity for Fanshawe to utilize the Lane’s electrical system to support those 

performances. 
 
With these arrangements, the City saved capital funds in not having to install underground 
chambers to house our electrical and irrigation systems and Fanshawe could relocate one of 
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their main entrances to the Lane which facilitated the required accessibility and better suited 
their internal design requirements. 
 
As announced recently by Fanshawe, the new Centre for Digital and Performance Arts will open 
in January 2014. Construction work in the Lane by Fanshawe’s contractor wrapped up in 
November and the Lane was fully opened for use by the public. The City and Fanshawe are 
coordinating an event for the lighting of the Lane for (tentatively) December 20th. Through 2014, 
City staff will continue to work with Fanshawe on refining the planned programming of 
performances and events that utilize the Lane to maximize the vibrancy of the space, while 
ensuring that the Lane remains an attractive and safe link between Dundas St. and the Market. 
 
  

PREPARED BY: 

 
 
 
 
 

A.W.  MACPHERSON 
MANAGER – ENVIRONMENTAL AND PARKS PLANNING 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

 
 
 
 
 

J. M. FLEMING  
DIRECTOR OF LANDUSE PLANNING AND CITY PLANNER 

 
November 25, 2013 
 
Appendix A – By-Law 
 
Y:\Shared\parksplanning\REP&RECS - Working Reports\2013\MarketLaneAgreements.docx 
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APPENDIX A 

 
 
By-law No. 
 
A By-law to approve two 
Agreements between the 
Corporation of The City of London 
and The Fanshawe College of 
Applied Arts and Technology; and to 
authorize the Mayor and City Clerk 
to execute the Agreements. 
 

 
WHEREAS section 5(3) of the Municipal Act, 2001 S.O. 2001 c.25, as amended, 

provides that a municipal power shall be exercised by by-law; 
 

AND WHEREAS section 9 of the Municipal Act, 2001 provides that a municipality has 
the capacity, rights, powers and privileges of a natural person for the purposes of exercising its 
authority under this or any other Act; 

 
 AND WHEREAS it is deemed expedient for the Corporation of The City of London (the 
“City”) to enter into two Agreements with The Fanshawe College of Applied Arts and 
Technology (“Fanshawe”), being a License Agreement for the City’s use of space within 
Fanshawe College’s Centre for Digital and Performing Arts at 137 Dundas Street, and an 
Encroachment Agreement for an encroachment onto City lands at 139 Dundas Street for stairs 
and ramping to the main entrance to the Centre for Digital and Performing Arts (the 
“Agreements”); 
 
 AND WHEREAS it is appropriate to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the 
Agreements on behalf of the City; 
 
 NOW THEREFORE the Municipal Council of the Corporation of the City of London 
enacts as follows: 
 

1. The Agreements attached as Schedule “A” to this By-law, being the Agreements 
between the Corporation of the City of London and Fanshawe College are hereby 
AUTHORIZED AND APPROVED. 
 

2. The Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to execute the Agreements authorized and 
approved under section 1 of this by-law. 
 

3. This By-law shall come into force and effect on the day it is passed. 
 
 

PASSED in Open Council on December 17, 2013 
 
 
 
 
   Joe Fontana 
   Mayor  
 
 
 
 
 
   Catherine Saunders 

     City Clerk
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SCHEDULE A 
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