
 

Report to Planning & Environment Committee 

To: Chair and Members 
 Planning & Environment Committee   
 

From: Scott Mathers, MPA, P. Eng 
Deputy City Manager, Planning and Economic Development 

 

Subject: Building Division Monthly Report  
 December 2023 
 
Date: January 30, 2024 

Recommendation 

That the report dated December 2023 entitled “Building Division Monthly Report 
December 2023”, BE RECEIVED for information. 

Executive Summary 

The Building Division is responsible for the administration and enforcement of the 
Ontario Building Code Act and the Ontario Building Code. Related activities undertaken 
by the Building Division include the processing of building permit applications and 
inspections of associated construction work.  The Building Division also issues sign and 
pool fence permits.  The purpose of this report is to provide Municipal Council with 
information related to permit issuance and inspection activities for the month of 
December 2023. 

Linkage to the Corporate Strategic Plan 

Growing our Economy 

• London is a leader in Ontario for attracting new jobs and investments. 
Leading in Public Service 

• The City of London is trusted, open, and accountable in service of our 
community. 

• Improve public accountability and transparency in decision making. 
 

Analysis 

1.0 Background Information 

This report provides information on permit and associated inspection activities for the 
month of December 2023. Attached as Appendix “A” to this report is a “Summary Listing 
of Building Construction Activity for the Month of December 2023”, as well as respective 
“Principle Permits Reports”. 

2.0 Discussion and Considerations 

2.1 Building permit data and associated inspection activities – December 2023 
 
Permits Issued to the end of the month 
 
As of December 2023, a total of 3,591 permits were issued, with a construction value of 
$1.2 billion, representing 1,726 new dwelling units.  Compared to the same period in 
2022, this represents a 14% decrease in the number of building permits, with a 24% 
decrease in construction value and an 33.6% decrease in the number of dwelling units 
constructed. 
 



 

Total permits to construct New Single and Semi-Dwelling Units 
 
As of the end of December 2023, the number of building permits issued for the 
construction of single and semi-detached dwellings was 232, representing a 62.2% 
decrease over the same period in 2022. 
 
Number of Applications in Process 
 
As of the end of December 2023, 977 applications are in process, representing 
approximately $857.3 million in construction value and an additional 1,291 dwelling 
units compared with 919 applications, with a construction value of $635 million and an 
additional 1,117 dwelling units in the same period in 2022. 
 
Rate of Application Submission 
 
Applications received in December 2023 averaged to 11.4 applications per business 
day, for a total of 217 applications.  Of the applications submitted 13 were for the 
construction of single detached dwellings and 33 townhouse units. 
 
Permits issued for the month 
 
In December 2023, 217 permits were issued for 84 new dwelling units, totaling a 
construction value of $36.9 million.  
 
Inspections – Building 
 
A total of 1,225 inspection requests were received with 1,344 inspections being 
conducted. 
 
In addition, 22 inspections were completed related to complaints, business licenses, 
orders and miscellaneous inspections. 
 
Of the 1,225 inspections requested, 99% were conducted within the provincially 
mandated 48 hour period. 
 
Inspections - Code Compliance 
 
A total of 769 inspection requests were received, with 801 inspections being conducted. 
 
An additional 118 inspections were completed relating to complaints, business licences, 
orders and miscellaneous inspections. 
 
Of the 769 inspections requested, 99% were conducted within the provincially 
mandated 48 hour period. 
 
Inspections - Plumbing 
 
A total of 652 inspection requests were received with 849 inspections being conducted 
related to building permit activity. 
 
An additional 1 inspections were completed related to complaints, business licenses, 
orders and miscellaneous inspections. 
 
Of the 652 inspections requested, 100% were conducted within the provincially 
mandated 48 hour period. 
 
2018 - 2020 Permit Data  
  
Additional permit data has been provided in Appendix “A” to reflect 2018 – 2020 permit 
data.  
 



 

New Housing Unit Activity 
 
The following diagram provides a simplified summary of building permit activity 
beginning at the start of the calendar year. It was reported in the October of 2023 in a 
report titled “London’s Housing Pledge: A Path to 47,000 units by 2031 Update” to the 
Strategic Priorities and Policy Committee that this figure would be included in future 
Building Division update reports.  
 

  
 
This figure provides a deeper dive into the Permits and Inspections Housing Unit Supply 
number discussed in the previous section. It shows the inflow and outflow of housing 
unit permits through the building area on a year-to-date basis and the volume of units in 
permits that are under review.  

3.0 Analysis 

There has been a significant slowdown of housing unit construction in the City of 
London over 2022 and in 2023 to date. CMHC’s most recent Housing Supply Report 
provides the following commentary on the current housing market in Canada: 

• Total housing starts across the country’s largest census metropolitan areas 
(Toronto, Vancouver) increased slightly in the first half of 2023. 

• In most other large centres (including London), meanwhile, they were below 
these levels. 

• Elevated rates of apartment construction are not likely to be sustainable due to 
various challenges facing developers. These challenges include higher 
construction costs and higher interest rates. 

• Significant increases in construction productivity are critical to addressing the 
country’s affordability and housing supply crisis over the longer term. The level of 
new construction activity remains too low. 

 
The drop in building activity was also discussed at a recent meeting of the Housing 
Supply Reference Group. It was the consensus of this group that in London:  

• Consumer demand has dropped due to higher mortgage rates and the increasing 
difficulty in consumers to meet the requirements of mortgage stress tests. 

• Higher construction costs and higher interest rates are making it more difficult to 
acquire financing for large construction projects. 

• Due to substantial and increasing fixed costs for components of midrise 
buildings, many forms of midrise style buildings are not financially viable at this 
time. 

 
These macro-economic factors have a major influence on the housing marketplace. 
Civic Administration will continue to monitor these changes and provide further analysis 
in future updates. London is leading the way in housing innovation and will continue to 
develop new and progressive ways to create new housing opportunities. The Housing 
Supply Action Plan that is currently under development in collaboration with industry 
partners will continue this work and ensure London remains at the forefront of providing 
housing for those that need it. 



 

 

Conclusion 

The purpose of this report is to provide Municipal Council with information regarding the 
building permit issuance and building & plumbing inspection activities for the month of 
December 2023.  Attached as Appendix “A” to this report is a “Summary Listing of 
Building Construction Activity” for the month of December 2023 as well as “Principle 
Permits Reports”. 
 

Prepared by:    Kyle Wilding 
Acting Director, Building and Chief Building Official 
Planning and Economic Development     

   
Submitted by: Scott Mathers, MPA, P.Eng. 
                           Deputy City Manager 

      Planning and Economic Development 
    

 
Recommended by:  Scott Mathers, MPA, P.Eng. 
                           Deputy City Manager 

                                      Planning and Economic Development 
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