
 

Report to Civic Works Committee 

To: Chair and Members 
 Civic Works Committee 
From: Kelly Scherr, P.Eng., MBA, FEC 

Deputy City Manager, Environment, and Infrastructure 
Subject: Orr Municipal Drain - Request for Drain Major Improvement 

and Appointment of Consulting Engineer 
Date: February 21, 2024 

Recommendation 

That on the recommendation of Deputy City Manager, Environment and Infrastructure, 
the following actions BE TAKEN with respect to the Orr Municipal Drain:   
(a) The request for a Major Improvement to the Orr Municipal Drain located in the 

area of Colonel Talbot Road and Southminster Bourne to benefit the drainage of 
6526 Southminster Bourne, Township of Westminster, BE ACCEPTED by the 
Council of the Corporation of the City of London under Section 78 of the 
Drainage Act, and 

(b) Spriet Associates London Limited BE APPOINTED the Consulting Engineer 
under Section 8 of the Drainage Act.   

Linkage to the Corporate Strategic Plan 

This recommendation supports the following 2023-2027 Strategic Plan areas of focus: 

• Waterways, wetlands, watersheds, and natural areas are protected and 
enhanced. 

o Protect the natural environment and avoid natural hazards when building 
new infrastructure or development. 

o Improve the natural environment and build resiliency when replacing aging 
infrastructure. 

Executive Summary 

City staff received a request for a major improvement under Section 78 of the Drainage 
Act to provide a crossing of the existing Orr Municipal Drain. Staff recommend that 
Council accept the request and appoint an engineering consultant to assess the 
requested improvements and implement drainage works in accordance with the 
Drainage Act.  

Analysis 

1.0 Background Information 

1.1  Previous Reports Related to this Matter 

• None.  

2.0 Discussion and Considerations 

2.1  Purpose 

On November 27th, 2023, Staff received a request for drainage from the registered 
owner of 6526 Southminster Bourne, within the former Geographical Township of 
Westminster. The request is provided in Appendix ‘A’. The property is currently serviced 
by the Orr Municipal Drain. A location map is provided in Appendix ‘B’. The signee of 
the request and owner of 6526 Southminster Bourne would like the current crossing on 



 

the property be replaced as it has reached the end of its structural life cycle and is not 
suitable for modern farming equipment. Staff recommend that council accept the 
request.  

3.0 Financial Impact/Considerations 

3.1  Procurement Process 

Spriet Associates London Limited is recommended to be appointed as the consulting 
engineer to conduct a preliminary site visit and, if suitable, prepare a report and 
implement drainage works, in accordance with Section 78 of the Ontario Drainage Act. 
This consultant assignment will be awarded to Spriet Associates London Ltd. 
administratively, in accordance with 15.2 c) of the City’s Procurement of Goods and 
Services Policy, selection of Professional Consulting Services that are less than 
$100,000. 
In accordance with the Drainage Act, costs associated with this project will be assessed 
to property owners using the maintenance schedule that will be provided as part of the 
updated Drainage Report.  

Conclusion 

City Staff recommend accepting the request to evaluate the drainage concerns at 6526 
Southminster Bourne and for the named engineering consultant, Spriet Associates 
London Ltd., to pursue next steps and implementation, all in accordance with Ontario 
Drainage Act RSO 1990.  
 
Prepared by: Shawna Chambers, DPA, P.Eng.  

Division Manager, Stormwater Engineering 

Submitted by: Ashley M. Rammeloo, MMSc., P.Eng.  
Director, Water, Wastewater, and Stormwater 

Recommended by:  Kelly Scherr, P.Eng., MBA, FEC  
Deputy City Manager, Environment, and Infrastructure 

 

Appendix ‘A’ –  Landowner Request 

Appendix ‘B’ -  Drainage Area Map 

 

cc:   Paul Titus, Program Manager, Stormwater Engineering 
  Jessica Trela, Drainage Superintendent, Stormwater Engineering 

M. DeVos – Spriet Associates London Ltd. 
A. Kruspel – Spriet Associates London Ltd. 
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APPENDIX 'B' - LOCATION MAP - ORR DRAIN - LIMITS OF WORK 
Map Produced by JCh
SLegend: tormwater Engineering 
Printed:
300 Du 

January 2024 
fferin Avenue, 6526 Southminster Brne Parcels PO Box 5035 0 6,000 12,000 24,000 ' Orr Drain 1999 

London, Ontario
Drain Catchment Area N6A 4L9

www.London.ca 

Meters Work zone City of London Limits  
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