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City of London - City of London
Diversity, Race Relations and
Inclusivity Award - Nomination Form
Section 1 - Information of Youth/Group/Organization
Being Nominated
Name of Youth, Group or Organization you are nominating:   Project SEARCH

Address of Nominee (please include City, as well as postal code):   Parkwood
hospital london ont

Nominee Phone #:   519 495-5224

Nominee E-mail address:   Lorimartinez@hotmail.ca

Category (check one):   Social/Community services (49 or fewer)

Section 2 - Initiative Information
What is the initiative this group/organization implemented?:   Inconjuction with
thames valley district school board and hutyon house. The program works with
students with intellectual disabilities gain employment skills

When did this initative take place? (eg. Spring 2023):   They just completed their
first-year with great success and will start their 2nd yr this September

Do you know which key department(s) or committees were involved? If yes, please
name:   Tvdsb hutton House

Key people involved:   Lori Martinez,Tracy Couture and Kim Neable

Brief description of initiative:   To help students with intellectual and
developmental disabilities in their last year of high school gain hands on
employment skills. They work 3 unpaid internships over 700 hours. They work
in real life positions
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Project SEARCH Model


Project SEARCH is a unique school-to-work training program for students
with intellectual disabilities. Students are from Thames Valley District
School Board. Students are immersed at a host business, St Joseph's
Healthcare London, and get more than 700 hours of hands-on work
experience geared to in-demand roles in the local labor market. They learn
employability skills and plan their careers with guidance from a teacher and
skills trainers. A local employment agency, Hutton House,also helps
support the interns throughout the program and supports the employers.


Why hire a talented Project SEARCH Graduate


There are many benefits:
● Access to pre-screened applicants
● Reduces time and cost to hire staff
● Lower staff turnover
● On-site support and training as needed to ensure your new employee


is effective
● Enhanced public relations as an equal opportunity employer


Hutton House, which is linked to the Project SEARCH program here in London will offer
support for you and your new employee in recruitment, start-up and job maintenance.


Please contact for inquiries


Tracy Couture
226-980-5198
t.couture@tvdsb.ca


Lori Martinez
519- 495-5224
l.martinez@tvdsb.ca


Kim Neable
519-670-2607
kim@huttonhouse.com
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How has the initiative contributed to the promotion of diversity, race relations,
inclusivity and human rights in London and promoting London as a welcoming
city?:   Itbis promoting and teaching the employment sector about invlusivity

What short or long-term impact has/will the initiative have on the promotion of
diversity, race relations, inclusivity and human rights in London and promoting
London as a welcoming city?:   This is the only site hosting this program. This
program is over 25 yrs old started in the USA. It now has sites all over Canada
and the world

What is the potential for expansion and/or inspiration for replication of the
initiative?:   The internships do not have to be exclusively through the host site.
The origami allows for externship. If Northern program allows to gain useful
skills that can be used in lots of areas of work

How can receiving this Award be used to further promote diversity, race relations,
inclusivity and human rights in London and to further promote London as a welcoming
city?:   We are the only site and the only initiative that has a proven track record

Do you wish to attach a document or photo in support of your
nomination?:   inbound4932786061709631697.pdf

Another document or photo?:   

Another document or photo?:   

Another document or photo?:   

Section 3 - Nominator Information
Your Name:   Luis Martinez

Your Address (please include postal code):   

Your Phone #:

Submitter E-mail: 

Submitted on:   9/2/2023 10:02:01 PM


