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October 10 2023 

 

Dear Colleagues 
 

We find ourselves in a dynamic environment. London is one of Canada’s fastest growing cities, 
and we are simultaneously developing and initiating many programs that are integral to our 
direction and vision for our future. Further, we are also navigating new landscape by the 
province in its push to create more housing. As we grow, the city must adapt to position itself to 
ensure our services and governance are able to function as intended. We have already initiated 
such efforts and have been successful from our work on Governance Working Group. 
  
We believe a key piece, a city our size and magnitude in operation should, with the goal of 
bringing the public a new window into the functioning of how we operate, introduce a public 
lobby registry and registrar. 
  
In Ontario, the Municipal Act, 2001 authorizes municipalities to establish lobbying registries. We 
have identified 10 municipalities in Ontario who provide a form of Municipal Lobbying registries 
and/or registrars. 
  

 Toronto Lobbyist Registrar  
 Peel Region Lobbyist Registry  
 Ottawa Lobbyist Registry  
 Brampton Lobbyist Registry and Gift Registry  
 Hamilton Lobbyist Registry  
 Niagara Region Lobbying Registry 
 Vaughn Lobbyist Registry  
 Burlington Lobbyist Registry  
 Pickering Lobbyist Registry  
 Collingwood Lobbyist Registry  

  
Lobbying is a legitimate activity and well within the rights of individuals and parties to do. It is 
meant to be value-neutral and is intended to be done with the benefit of the public in mind. And, 
like the Federal and Provincial governments along with municipalities across the country who 
recognize the legitimate, value-neutral benefits lobbying can bring, they also understand that 
tools of transparency must apply to strengthen the public trust and enhance the level of service 
we provide as Council in our governance.  

Our decision making is entrusted by the people who elect us to represent them. Transparency 
ensures that government actions and decisions are made openly, allowing citizens to see, 
understand, and question the processes and outcomes of their government. In order to foster 
trust between the people and their representatives and increase engagement and voter turnout, 
we need to open the doors to the public in how we operate. 
Council should provide an accessible record of people who lobby public office holders outside of 
public forums. We've heard from Londoners that they want to know who council is meeting with 
and how we're making decisions. The establishment of a lobby registry and registrar will create 
the mechanisms so the public can rightfully understand our work outside of public forums.  

A city council that establishes a registry and ensures that it is strictly enforced is one that 
demonstrates transparency and reaffirms democratic values. As such, we are seeking your 
consideration and support for the following motion:  
  
 
 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Flaws%2Fstatute%2F01m25%23top&data=05%7C01%7CMRioux%40ndp.on.ca%7C9cac17e250844d8171dc08dbbba25c0a%7C6b9fd2ec77a64ae0822a6bb9108fb274%7C0%7C0%7C638310078228433594%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XJmEqlhIuxdBVC68mRyzy8j%2BD9LqIw0u0qdRr%2B3cU8Y%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.toronto.ca%2Fcity-government%2Faccountability-operations-customer-service%2Faccountability-officers%2Flobbyist-registrar%2F&data=05%7C01%7CMRioux%40ndp.on.ca%7C9cac17e250844d8171dc08dbbba25c0a%7C6b9fd2ec77a64ae0822a6bb9108fb274%7C0%7C0%7C638310078228277388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gMWFODkv9zt5UFIa%2B%2FykgkqyxCg%2BSHwd2z0IJED0pjs%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.peelregion.ca%2Fcouncil%2Flobbyist-registry%2F&data=05%7C01%7CMRioux%40ndp.on.ca%7C9cac17e250844d8171dc08dbbba25c0a%7C6b9fd2ec77a64ae0822a6bb9108fb274%7C0%7C0%7C638310078228277388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9jTdASEJSnj6BCvTPgeDXX17bwUPq06ks46xk25RH%2FA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fottawa.ca%2Fen%2Fcity-hall%2Fopen-transparent-and-accountable-government%2Flobbyist-registry&data=05%7C01%7CMRioux%40ndp.on.ca%7C9cac17e250844d8171dc08dbbba25c0a%7C6b9fd2ec77a64ae0822a6bb9108fb274%7C0%7C0%7C638310078228277388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iDcBlRJrLbAK0bp2fNPROE2pzLU7WFUmJxFBk5bLeBg%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww1.brampton.ca%2FEN%2FCity-Hall%2FLobbyist-Gift-Registries%2Fpages%2Fwelcome.aspx&data=05%7C01%7CMRioux%40ndp.on.ca%7C9cac17e250844d8171dc08dbbba25c0a%7C6b9fd2ec77a64ae0822a6bb9108fb274%7C0%7C0%7C638310078228277388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7I3hWBoGTuVeS2I5kMQcMd%2Bpj7X4tBdMnUXpS4n9Mus%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hamilton.ca%2Fcity-council%2Faccountability-transparency%2Flobbyist-registry&data=05%7C01%7CMRioux%40ndp.on.ca%7C9cac17e250844d8171dc08dbbba25c0a%7C6b9fd2ec77a64ae0822a6bb9108fb274%7C0%7C0%7C638310078228277388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WsiJkRLgEpDLXJhyq23yOcpNwKMmIH8rPRAqPURTaPo%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.niagararegion.ca%2Fgovernment%2Faccountability%2Flobbyist-registry%2Flobbyist-registry.aspx&data=05%7C01%7CMRioux%40ndp.on.ca%7C9cac17e250844d8171dc08dbbba25c0a%7C6b9fd2ec77a64ae0822a6bb9108fb274%7C0%7C0%7C638310078228277388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=951%2BoCJGoI9%2FCwCV%2B4J%2FfpKf2g5lRez46G3rZxUMX4I%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vaughan.ca%2Fcouncil%2Flobbyist-registry&data=05%7C01%7CMRioux%40ndp.on.ca%7C9cac17e250844d8171dc08dbbba25c0a%7C6b9fd2ec77a64ae0822a6bb9108fb274%7C0%7C0%7C638310078228277388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HxdvsFASfZblLx7Oynr2kZfIDiX7nl1m34tPK3DlMMw%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.burlington.ca%2Fen%2Fcouncil-and-city-administration%2Flobbyist-registry.aspx&data=05%7C01%7CMRioux%40ndp.on.ca%7C9cac17e250844d8171dc08dbbba25c0a%7C6b9fd2ec77a64ae0822a6bb9108fb274%7C0%7C0%7C638310078228277388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RTOdi0Myg1oJL5tk3s%2FfVdngtQ0DTFxgGgSl2jRsSs8%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pickering.ca%2Fen%2Fcity-hall%2Flobbyist-registry.aspx&data=05%7C01%7CMRioux%40ndp.on.ca%7C9cac17e250844d8171dc08dbbba25c0a%7C6b9fd2ec77a64ae0822a6bb9108fb274%7C0%7C0%7C638310078228277388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KPZM3HHXSZbOjb%2FHV36RU1s6RaImJyjUnX3MPbTIV00%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.collingwood.ca%2Fcouncil-government%2Flobbyist-registry&data=05%7C01%7CMRioux%40ndp.on.ca%7C9cac17e250844d8171dc08dbbba25c0a%7C6b9fd2ec77a64ae0822a6bb9108fb274%7C0%7C0%7C638310078228277388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LLTS%2FeIdNlTa4baw5zUgkzfpGB9j04NyJ1xSINxiUqw%3D&reserved=0
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That Civic Administration BE DIRECTED to conduct a review and present a report on the 
feasibility, purpose, and associated expenses of implementing a mandatory municipal 
lobbyist registry. The review should encompass the establishment of a publicly 
accessible electronic portal for tracking lobbying activities within the municipality, the 
appointment of a registrar responsible for overseeing the registry, registration rules, 
potential exemptions, penalties, fines, enforcement mechanisms, and general provisions 
related to lobbying regulations. 

 
Respectfully, 

    
 
David Ferreira     Skylar Franke     
City Councillor, Ward 13    City Councillor, Ward 11    
  


