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June 28, 2023 
 
 
Chair and Members 
Environmental Stewardship and Action Community Advisory Committee 
 
 
I hereby certify that the Municipal Council, at its meeting held on June 27, 2023, 
resolved: 
 
That the following actions be taken with respect to the 6th Report of the Animal Welfare 
Community Advisory Committee, from the meeting held on June 1, 2023: 
 
a)    the following actions be taken with respect to the attached report from the Animal 
Welfare Community Advisory Committee Sub-Committee: 
 
i)    the above-noted report BE FORWARDED to the Environmental Stewardship and 
Action Community Advisory Committee (ESACAC); and, 
ii)    the ESACAC BE REQUESTED to consider the following actions from the above-
noted report: 
 
A)    the recommendations; 
B)    the proposed language for the brochure; 
C)    the image from the Upper Thames River Conservation Authority signage; and, 
D)    the example from the Province of Alberta’s Don’t Let it Loose Campaign; 
 
it being noted that the above-noted report from the Animal Welfare Community Advisory 
Committee Sub-Committee was received; 
 
b)    clauses 1.1, 3.1, 3.2, 5.1, 5.3 and 5.4 BE RECEIVED. (2.1/10/CPSC) 
 
 
 

 
M. Schulthess 
City Clerk 
/jb 
 
cc: Chair and Members, Animal Welfare Community Advisory Committee 
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Report from Sub-Committee to AWCAC Meeting June 1, 2023 

Comments on Proposed Goldfish Brochure 

Background 

At the April AWCAC meeting, a draft brochure titled “Protecting our waterways” was discussed. The 

brochure was prepared by the City’s Ecological Community Advisory Committee and submitted to 

AWCAC for comments. AWCAC members made some editorial comments and raised two issues. The 

editorial comments were: 

1. The title “Protecting our waterways” does not indicate that the information is about goldfish.  

 

2. The sign in the photo is too small to read. 

 

3. The photo of the goldfish needs some text to explain that these fish can grow very large. A 

reader might assume they are different types of fish. 

 

4. Include stormwater ponds as a place where infestations currently occur. These ponds are near 

homes and are an attractive place to release a pet fish because the kids can “visit” their fish. 

Goldfish are routinely captured and killed when these ponds are drained for maintenance or 

cleaning.  

 

5. The three references to fish as “it” should be deleted because fish are not inanimate objects. 

Using plurals allows “it” to be changed to “them”. 

 

The two issues discussed by AWCAC members focused on whether the brochure should include a list of 

alternative fish to purchase instead of goldfish, and a proposal by a member of the Ecological 

Community Advisory Committee to include information about euthanizing unwanted goldfish. These 

issues were referred to the AWCAC Sub-Committee. Brendan Samuels, Chair of the Ecological 

Community Advisory Committee, attended the May AWCAC meeting as a delegation to discuss these 

issues.  

 

Recommendation 

 

The AWCAC Sub-Committee has two recommendations: 

 

• Delete the suggestion to purchase other types of fish. 

Like goldfish, these other species should not be released into waterways as they also cause 

problems and will likely die.  

The suggestion to purchase African Dwarf Frogs is particularly troublesome as they are often sold in 

inhumanely small plastic containers inaccurately described as “biospheres” or “frogospheres”. 



Instead of suggesting alternative species to buy, more information about the lifespan of a goldfish 

and the difficulty of re-homing should be included to encourage people to think about the 

consequences of acquiring a fish as a pet.  

• Omit information on euthanasia. 

 

The AWCAC Sub-Committee looked at materials used in other jurisdictions and is including those 

used in Alberta as a good example because they are informative and easy to read. 

 

The AWCAC Sub-Committee feels strongly that it is beyond the role and scope of advisory 

committees to recommend euthanizing an unwanted pet. Further, advising someone on  how to 

“humanely” euthanize a pet is fraught with problems if performed by pet owners. It may result 

in unintended suffering for the animal, is considered cruel, and must be performed by trained 

veterinarians.  

 

Rather, we recommend a preventative approach such as highlighting the consequences of 

acquiring goldfish. Information on how to re-home them if necessary and other considerations 

that should be given careful thought before purchasing a goldfish should be included in the 

brochure.   

 

 

Proposed Language for Brochure 

Is a Goldfish the Right Pet for You? 

Goldfish might seem like inexpensive, easy to keep, and fun starter pets for kids. But they are not for 

everyone.  

• A goldfish is not a temporary pet. They need proper care for their entire lifespan of five, ten or even 

more years. 

 

• A bowl is not an appropriate container. It costs money to set up an aquarium and buy essential 

equipment like a gravel vacuum, filter, heater and air pump, all of which run on electricity.  

 

• Caring for goldfish is more than just feeding. You must regularly clean the aquarium and test the 

water chemistry. Sick goldfish need special care.  

 

• Aquariums are not portable. Someone will have to come to your house to take care of your goldfish 

while you are away.  

 

• It may be difficult to find a new home for your goldfish if you cannot care for them. Goldfish should 

never be flushed or released in a pond or waterway. Killing a pet for convenience is never right. 

 

 

  



Signage  

Upper Thames River Conservation Authority and the City of London have posted signs saying do not 

release goldfish. This was posted at Sifton Bog: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Alberta’s “Don’t Let It Loose” Campaign 

 

In 2015, in response to large numbers of goldfish in stormwater ponds, Alberta Environment and Parks 

(AEP) launched a “Don’t Let It Loose” campaign. Educational materials included a poster and leaflets on 

several species. A screen capture of the poster, general brochure, and specific brochure about goldfish 

are included in this report for reference. In addition to a catchy slogan (we would prefer “Don’t Let 

Them Loose”), they have interesting graphics and a fair amount of information. There is no mention of 

alternative species to buy or euthanasia.   

 



 



 
 



 


